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‘yeRICAN AND FOREIGN CHRISTIAN UNION 


Anniuersar 


following is the ABSTRACT OF THE ANNUAL 


r of this Society, which we were obliged to omit 

. proper place in our regular issue.| 
The first Annual Report of this new and important 
Society is a very interesting document, and will be 


"1 interest. : 
The tirst part of it discusses, in a simple, clear and 
e manner, the following subjects: 1. The Union 
which the American and For- 
istian Union was formed). 2. Practical 
rations of the t 3 Expenses of the Society. 
4 Work of the Society Relations of the Society 
to other organizations and the churches. 6. Opera- 
» Society during the last year. 7. Difficul- 
hes had to encounter. 8. En- 
pomts much information is 
count of the operations of 
ld. 


the Societies (out ol 
m Ch 


tions of th 
ties Which the 5 
couragements. ()n thes 


\ ’ ws ana 
given VON , WS Une 


g : 
the Society in the Home Fi 
HOME DEPARTMENT, 

This includes the operations of the Society in the 
Umted States. ‘This department is invested with a 
he increase of our foreign popu- 
incredible, About 300,000 have 
fed upon our shores from the old world during 
year. So constant and rapid is the increase, 
statistics of to-day will not be correct to- 


here are certain points of observation that give 

1a vivid picture of the greatness of the Home 

New York, the center of the Union, is one of 

se points, Is is the central port for immigrants of 

There were landed here during ninety- 

lays of the past season, 91.941 immigrants, more 

one-half from Lreland. New Orleans is another 

Standing on the levee in that city, where the 

ys of various mations are seen, where there are so 

many steamers from the interior, where myriads of 

r ure janding and going on board the 

forthe Far West, you are deeply impressed 

t erprise and resources of t:e country, and 

ecially with the immense number of our foreign 
, niation, 


A third point is on one of our northern lakes. 
There you see the decks of our largest steamers daily 

vded with immigrants, who seek a home among 
us hy the way of Canada, 

fhe Report then refers to various missions of the 
§ among the French, Spanish, German, Irish, 
Portugaese, Italian, and English, in the United States. 
speaks of the Spanish mission in San Antonio, in 


sre Mr. Montsalvage has labored as a col- 
1848. He is a converted monk from 
voted to the work of saving souls. 
sss to many of the Spaniards, and 
ia forty of their children in his day school. 

Mission among the French at New Orleans —The 
3 now two missionaries among 60,000 or 
Rev. Philip 


Texas, Lk 
rteur since 
n, and truly d 


rench Romanists in that city. 
s been there for two years, and is encouraged 
Rev. J. B. L’hote has recently com- 
Third Municipality, which is crowded 
with a French popt He has labored the past 
rat Baton Rouge and Mobile. He has been ani- 
from time to time with the hopeful conversion 

ol homanists. 


in the 





ition, 


presents a large field for these mis- 

| the prospect is that it will not be a bar- 
/ VJ Q , th . 
New York . The 
worship e | 


North —One of these is in 
congregation meet for public 
iapel of the Brick church. Their 
numbers inet ind there is a prospect of a perma- 
nent « na They have given $100 toward 
the salar iissionary, Rev. Mr. Astie. 

A Mission is at West Enosburgh—Our 

sionary there, Rey. J. Moraine, still labors with 
much success, ‘Twenty-four converted Romanists 
ided to his church the past year. Eight 
ymanists, all of them heads of families, have 
lately been converted, who have not yet been added 
)the church. The work increases with power. We 
t two colporteurs to aid the missionary. They 
:all had more than they could do. They labor 
several towns, and are constantly employed in visit- 

z from house to house, and in holding meetings that 

e crowded with Roman Catholics. 

Among those who have united with the church is a 
converted Roman Catholic priest, and a man who had 
been the chorister in the Roman Catholic Church for 
y-eight years. Some other French missions are 
tlerred to in the Report. 


more R 


ha 





GERMAN MISSIONS. 
The German missions of the Society are in a very 


nteresting and promising state. 
rhe Free German Catholic congregation in New 
irk has revived and increased during the year. In 
Newark, a new interest has been awakened among 
the Germans. About forty members have been added 
to the Free German church at Rochester. There are 
one hundred persons in the Sabbath-school. At Buf- 
flo the progress of the work has been rapid. The 
| in which our missionary preached to the Ger- 
mans, that could hold about 600, became too small, 
{the Society took the church in which Dr. Lord’s 
congregation formerly worshiped. Dr. Gustiniani 


ull preaches to them. On Easter-day, 22 more se- 
led from the Roman Catholic church and united 
withthe Free German Catholic. About 200 persons 
t » weekly praver-meeting. ‘There are 250 
sin the Sabbath-school. There is also a daily 
school of 100 scholars, mostly from Roman 
miltes, 


sin, Rey. Mr. Zipp has preached to large 


Germans. There have been converts at 
7 ent stations. 

JM yong the Germans in Philadelphia.—The 
Ger ‘hive rebelled against the bishop and priests, 
a0 ved to let the bishop hold the deed of their 
™urch property. ‘Chey seceded and organized them- 

res ito a congregation, They sent to our Society, 


‘nd requested that Rev. Mr. Serenbetz, formerly a 
‘oman Catholic priest, now in the service of-our So- 
“ety, might come and preach, Accordingly he was 
‘ent, and now preaches to abont 300 Germans, This 
. avery interesting movement, as it originated among 
the Germans, and will have a great influence. 


rRISM MISSIONS, 


Such has been the progress of the work among the 
Irish, that it will appear almost incredible to Protest- 
ants, Our missionaries and colportears who read 
and speak Irish, have ready access to their brethren. 
Prayer-meetings are held among them, and Sabbath- 
schools are formed, and the Gospel is preached to 


them. Many things of much interest have occurred 
in New York. 

Among the 1000 and upwards of Italians in New 
York, the Society has a colporteur and a missionary- 
teacher. They are ready to hear the Gospel. Our 
colporteur was imprisoned in the Papal States, be- 


cause he received and read the Bible. 
_ The labors of a colporteur among the Spanish in 
this city, are crowned with a Divine blessing, in the 


hopefal conversion of some Spaniards who have al- 
ways been removed from Protestant influence. 
On the whole, the work in the Home Department is 


more interesting than at any former period. 
THE FOREIGN FIELD. 
The latter part of the Report is occupied with a 
hotice of the Society's operations in the Foreign 
I eid. In Canada, where the work of God is advancing 


oth in connection with the Baptist Missions (Grande 
Ligne and its vicinity) and the French Canadian Mis- 
Sionary Society, whose Seminary at Pointe aux Trem- 
bles is highly spoken of. In Haiti the Society sup- 
Ports @ missionary and his wife, and find many things 
to encourage. In Chili the mission is suspended by 
reason of the temporary return of the missionary to 
-_ country, but will soon be resumed. The Societ 
eX DE 
South America as soon as a young man, now at Ge- 
Reva, in Switzerland, has completed his studies, which 
Will be in a few months, 


just reason to be encouraged by its first year's opera- 


Judge Jay, on taking the chair at the public meeting. 


cts to commence a mission on the eastern side of 


Spanish America has 


$1500 has been sent. France has shared much of the 
Society's attention. During the year 1849 twenty- 
seven laborers—many of them ordained ministers— 
were sustained in that field, all of them Frenchmen or 
Swiss. The work goes on well there, notwithstand- 
ing the opposition of the priest party and the govern- 
ment. In Belgium the Society were not able to do 
anything last year, though Dr. Baird stated at the an- 
nual meeting that a gentleman in Baltimore had just 
written to inform him that he should be happy to send 
him $100 for that field. The Society is operating in 
Ttaly—has two excellent agents at work there, and has 
repeatedly sent aid to the Waldenses. The Report 
alluded to an effective plan of propagandism estab- 
lished in that country for the spread of the Truth, 
which it stated the Committee had recommended to 
the churches as one which deserves their support, but 
which would be brought before them in another way, 

The Report concludes with these words: “ This 
Society is called to a great work—at home and abroad 
—the work of imparting a true Christianity to those 
who have embraced a corrupted one. This work is 
one of reformation, or reconstruction ; of renovation, 
not a work of creation. It has to deal with those who 
have a heart, a conscience, who are civilized—many 
of them highly so—but have not known the true Gos- 
pel. It is a work full of promise—a work which God 
is crowning with his blessing wherever attempted in 
the right way, and with a right spirit. 

“The times are in the highest degree serions and 
critical, so far as the old world is concerned. Every- 
thing announces that stupendous changes are to be 
expected. Great convulsions are to be apprehended, 
at least in France, Germany, and Italy. Let us labor 
while the day lasts. Let us enter and spread the Gos- 
pel wherever the door is open. It is by this means, 
in connection with earnest prayer, that we can do our 
part, in conjunction with God’s people in those. coun- 
tries, to secure the ‘shortening of those day of tribu- 
lation” if in the righteous dispensation of Divine 
justice this must come.” 

The receipts of the treasury of the Society exceed- 
ed $45,000, without including the Portuguese fund ; 
with that fand they exceeded $52,000. The expendi- 
tures were about the same. The number of its mis- 
sionaries at home and abroad was not much short of 
seventy. 

Upon the whole the friends of the Society have 


tions and success. Another year, with God’s bless- 
ing, it will do greater things, and be well established. 


AM. AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, 


We regretted to be compelled to defer the publica- 
tion of the elaborate series of resolutions presented by 
Mr. Tappan, and adopted at the meeting Of the 
American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. They 
will repay a perusal at this time, and may be regarded 
as the most comprehensive summary of the state of the 
question, on the subject of slavery, as it now lies 
before the people of the United States. We regret 
that is not in our power, for the want of room, to ac- 
company the resolutions with the able speech of 


Resolved, That our fathers regarded slavery as a 
social and political evil—a curse bequeathed them 
from the British government; that the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution of the United 
States will always be sufficient evidence that they es- 
chewed the notion of property in man; and that they 
intended that by the operation of these instruments, 
slavery should be speedily and forever extinguished. 
Resolved, That slavery still exists contrary to the 
letter and spirit of the Constitution, and the intention 
of its framers, and that its introduction into newly 
acquired territories would be an act of treason to 
Liberty, and an outrage upon the memories of our 
Fathers. 
Resolved, That in the language of Senator Seward, 
“there is a higher law than the Constitution ;” and in 
the language of Sir William Blackstone, “ no human 
laws are of any validity if contrary to this ;” and that 
all compromises between Right and Wrong, and all 
statutes which are repugnant to Humanity and Jus- 
tice, are NULL and vorp. 
Resolved, That slavery being at variance with Re- 
publicanism, contrary to the rights of man and a gross 
invasion of the Divine Law, cannot for one moment 
or to any extent be rightfully legalized ; and that the 
voice of Humanity and Humanity’s God calls upon 
every patriot and Christian to labor for its immediate 
and total overthrow. 
Resolved, That while we lament the general reluc- 
tance of ecclesiastical bodies, the clergy and benevo- 
lent institutions to acknowledge the inherent sinfal- 
ness of slavebulding, we rejoice that so many are 
bearing faithful witness to its turpitude, as a sin per 
se, and by applying the principles of Christianity to 
the practical duties of life, are endeavoring to banish 
it from the Church of Christ. 
Resolved, That we are cheered with the noble con- 
duct of the Liberty-loving members of Congress, who 
amid threats of violence and disunion by slavery-pro- 
pagandists are true io the ordinance of 1787, and the 
cause of Freedom and Humanity; and that the 
thanks of this meeting be specially given to the Sen- 
ators and Representatives who have so eloquently 
vindicated the Constitution, the friends of the Slave, 
and the Right of Petition; and who have contended 
so ably for California, Union and Freedom, without 
compromise, and illustrated with so much force 
Southern aggression, and the comparative effects of 
Slavery and Freedom. 
Resolved, That Danie, WensreEn, by his disregard 
of early professions, his treachery to Humanity and 
Freedom, and his servility to the Slave power, has 
forfeited the respect and confidence of his constituents 
and country: 
“ Of all we loved and honored, nought 

Save power remains— 

A fallen angel's pride of thought 
Still strong in chains. 


“ All else is gone; from those great eyes 
The soul has fled ; 
When faith is lost, when honor dies, 
The man is dead!” 


Resolved, That we view with astonishment the abet- 
ting of the Massachusetts’ Senator in his apostacy and 
inhumanity by men eminent in the learned professions, 
in literature and in the church; and that the Cuan 
recently presented to him in this city is a fit emblem 
of the spirit of those who bestowed and him who re- 
ceived it. 

Resolved, That slavery and the slave traffic carried 
on between the slave States,and at the capital of 
the United States, the cruelties it inflicts, the heart- 
strings severed in the separation of families, the fear- 
ful blotting out of human intellect, and the ruin to the 
immortal soul, which are its necessary results, should 
excite the indignation and enlist the warmest sym- 
pathies of the freemen of this country. 

Resolved, That the great anti-slavery struggle is not 
between the Northern and Southern States, but be- 
tween the 113,000 slaveholders of the South, and the 
friends of Liberty throughout the country ; and that 
we consider it a highly encouraging sign of the times 
that anti-slavery sentiments are so rapidly gaining 
ground in the slave States and in the District of Co- 
umbia. 

Resolved, That sympathizing with the free people of 
color in the severity of their trials, and rejoicing in 
every well-advised effort for their elevation, we pledge 
to them our continued friendship and codperation. 

Resolved, That the illegal imprisonment of colored 
sailors from the North in Southern ports, the outrages 
upon Northern citizens traveling at the South on law- 
ful business, the violations of the Post-office, and the 
many other breaches of the Constitution by the slave 
power, should be sternly withstood by the competent 
authorities. 

Resolved, That, in common with our colored breth- 
ren, we reécho the declarations of Wilberforce, Ma- 
caulay, Buxton, and their associates, that “the pro- 
fessions made by the Colonization Society of promot- 
ing the abolition of slavery are altogether delusive.” 

Resolved, That we deem it a duty and a privilege, by 
giving a preference to the productions of freemen, to 
encourage their labor over that of slaves; and that 
the establishment of stores for the sale of free labor 
products, the growing of cotton by free labor, and the 
efforts made to enlighten the friends of the slave on 
the subject of abstinence from slave labor products, 
meet with our cordial approbation. 

Resolved, That the testimony of intelligent residents 
and distinguished travelers affords us satisfactory evi- 
dence that the workings of emancipation in the West 
India islands have been beneficial, notwithstanding in- 
judicious legislation, the ignorance and folly of pre- 
jJudiced landholders, the want of agricultural and 
moral training, and the innumerable effects of the 
slave system ; and that we are more than ever assured 
that freedom is always a blessing and slavery always 
a curse. 

Resolved, That we rejoice to know that the friends 
of universal emancipation in other countries are un- 
wearied in their efforts for the abolition of the slave 
trade, slave produce monopolies, and slavery wherever 
it exists ; and that we invite their continued coopera- 
tion, while we proffer our own, in labors to remove 
from the face of the earth one of the direst scourges to 
humanity. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the friends of freedom 
are due to those conductors of the Press who manful- 

and consistently discuss the Great QvesTION of 
the day, advocate the cause of the oppressed, oppose 
the extension of slavery, and resolve to be wen rather 
than partisans and slaves. 

Resolved, That we owe it to the memories of our 





=,000,000 inhabitants, for whom we have done noth- 
ing. Missions ought to be commenced, the Report 


‘tates, at eight or ten important points. 


IN EUROPE. 

T 
8 
em 


A eeminary in IHungary—special donations. 

merican-Irish Committee has 
Dublin, through 
in Ireand with 


he Society sustains an excellent missionary at 
‘ockholm, in Sweden, has sent $500 to Russia to 
poy colporteurs; has remitted some $60 or $80 to 
An 
s been organized in 
which the Society has begun to act 
much encouragement The sum of| 


fathers, to ourselves, and to posterity, as well as to the 
hosts of emigrants fleeing to this country from Eu- 
Tope, to out the great doctrines of liberty, lest 
our Declaration and Constitution prove an ignis fatuus 
to multitudes who flock to these shores in quest of an 
asylum of civil and religious liberty. 

Resolved, That, confiding in the overruling provi- 
dence of God, that has summoned us to this conflict, 
and shielded us while engaged in it, we feel new in- 
centives to continue therein, until “liberty shail be 








AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


ABSTRACT OF TWENTY-FOURTH REPORT, 
The Rev. William B. Lewis, a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Society, has been removed 
by death during the year. 
_ Summary or Resurts—The Society has had in 
its service the last year 1,032 ministers of the Gos |, 
in 27 different States and Territories; in the = 
England States, 301; the Middle States, 288; the 
Southern States, 15; the Western States and Terri- 
tories, 488. 

Of these, 677 have been the pastors or stated sup- 





liquidating these claims, and redeeming other pledges 
in commissions which have not yet expired—amount- 
ing in all to $65,046 64—there is a balance in the 
treasury of $15,553 69—the greater part of it received 
in payment of legacies near the close of the year, and 
more than all of it requisite to cancel the past dues of 
missionaries and meet the additional amount now 
ledged over that of any preceding year. 
' rode OF THE yA coe receipts of the 
year exceed those last reported, by $11,234 87; 13 
more missionaries have been in commission ; 65 more 
congregations have been blessed with a preached Gos- 
pel; and 1,109 more have been added to the churches 








plies of single congregations; and 321 have occupied 
larger fields. Five have preached to congregations of 
colored people ; 10 to Welsh; and 28 to an con- 
sregations ; one to a congregation of Norwegians; | 
and one to a congregation of Swedes. 
_ The number of congregations supplied, in whole or 
im part, is 1,575; and the aggregate of ministerial 
service performed, is equal to 812 years. 
__ The pupils in Sabbath-schools’ amount to nearly 
73,000; and subscribers to temperance pledges t 0 
93,000. 
There have been added to the churches, 6,682, viz. : 
3.815, by profession ; 2,867, by letter. Many of the 
Western churches particularly have, within a few 
months, been visited with special effusions of the 
Spirit. Seventy-one missionaries make mention in 
their recent ‘reports of revivals of religion; and 323 
report 3,108 hopeful conversions, 
Treasury.—Resources—Balance, April 1, 1849, 
$3,849. The receipts of twelve months following, 
$157,160 78. 
Liabilities. —There was due to the missionaries, at 
the date of the last Report, $10,044 60. There has | 
since become due, $147,347 26; making the total of | 
liabilities, $157,291 86. 
Ry somo this last mentioned sum, $145,456 09 
have been paid. The remainder—$11,935 77—is still 
due to missionaries for labor performed. Toward 





Society’s Year. | Receipt. Expenditures. Mi-sion-| + 











ee Not in | No of pees 5 
No. of commis, © 





| aries, | preced-|Mission’y Labor. Churches. Bible | year’s Mis- 

| | t ing year.| Districts. | | Classes. labor. | s’y. 

1—1826-27 $18,140.76 $13,984.17) 169, 68 | 196 | 110 notrep. notrep. $127 $ 83 
2—1827-28 20,035.78) 17,849.22 201) 89 | 244 | 133! 1,000 306 134) 89 
3—1828-29 26,997.31) 26,814.96) 304 169 | 401 | 186) 1,678, 423) 144, 88 
4—1829-30) 33,929.44) 42,429.50, 392) 166 | 500 | 274, 1,959, 572) 155, 108 
5—-1830-31) 48,124.73) 47,247.60) 463, 164 | 577 294 2.532. 700 160 102 
6—1831-32) 49,422.12, 52,808.39, 509, 158 | 745 | 361) 6,126 783) 146) 104 
7—1832-33 68,627.17) 66,277.96; 606 209 | 801 | 417) 4,284 1,148 159) 109 
8—1833-34 78,911.44 80,015.76) 676 200 | 899 | 463 2,736 Pupils. 172 118 
9—1834-35 88,863.22 83,394.28! 719 204 | 1,050 | 490 3,300 52,000, 170, 116 
10—1835-36 101,565.15 92,188.94) 755, 249 (1,000 | 545, 3,750 65,000 169 122 
11—1836-37 85,701.59 99,529.72! 810 232 | 1,025 | 554 3,752 80,000 180 123 
12—1837-88 86,522.45, 85,066.26 684 123 | 840 | 438 3,376 67,000 194 124 
13—1838-39, 82,564.63) 82,655.64) 665 201 | 794 | 473 3,920 58,500 175, 124 
14—1839-40 78,345.20 78,533.89) 680 194 | 842 | 486 4,750 60,000 162) 115 
15—1840-41 85,413.34 84,864.06 690 178 | 862 | 501 4,618 54,100 169) 123 
16—1841-42 92,463.64 94,300.14) 791 248 | 987 | 594) 5,514 64,300 159) 119 
17—1842-43) 99,812.24) 98,215.11) 848) 225 {1,047 | 657, 8,223 68,400, 149) 116 
18—1 843-44 101,904.99 104,276.47 907) 237 {1,245 | 665, 7,693 60,300, 157 115 
19—1844—45 121,946.28'118,360.12, 943) 209 | 1,285 | 736) 4,929 60,000) 160, 126 
20—1 845-46 125,124.70 126,193.15, 971) 223 11,453 | 760) 5,311 76,700 166) 130 
21—1846—47 116,717.94119,170.40, 972) 189 | 1,470 | 713) 4,400 73,000) 167| 123 
22—1847-48 140,197.10 139,233.34 1,006) 205 | 1,447 | 773 5,020 77,000, 180 138 
23—1848—49 145,925.91)143,771.67 1,019, 192 | 1,510 | 808 5,550, 83,500) 178 141 
24—1849-50'157,160.78 145,456.09) 1,032, 205 1,575 | 812| 6,682 75,000) 179) 141 


on profession of their faith. via 
‘orty congregations have passed from a condition 
of dependence to that of self-support; sixty houses 
of worship have been completed, the building of fifty- 
eight others commenced, and forty-four others en- 
larged, repaired or in other ways rendered more con- 
venient and inviting. : 

The last year, also, the Society has strengthened its 
missions on the Pacific coast and entered another new 
territory—Minnesota—and erected at its capital and 
at another of its chief settlements the banner of the 
cross. 

COMPARATIVE RESULTS. 

The following gives a comparative view of the 
amount of receipts, expenditures, number of mission- 
aries, new appointments, congregations and mission- 
ary districts, years of labor performed, additions to 
the churches and pupils in Sabbath-schools, for each 
year since the organization of the Society. It also 
exhibits, in the tenth column, the average expenditure 
each year for a year of ionary labor, ob d by 
dividing the sum total of the expenditures of the year 
by the number of years of labor performed. And in 
the eleventh column, by dividing the sum total of the 
expenditures of each year by the number of mission- 
aries employed, is shown what the average to a mis- 
sionary a be if the expenditures were equally ap- 
portioned among them. 





j | | Sabbath | Aver. | Aver. 
ougrega- Years Additions Schools expen. expen.. 
he jtions and) of | to | and fora for ea 











Remarks.—1. From the foregoing Table it will be ' 
seen that the receipts have been more than doubled 
the last ten years ; and quadrupled the last twenty. 

2. The total receipts for the twenty-four years is 
$2,054,417 91—only equal to the amount which has 
been expended in time of war in sustaining two regi- 
ments of soldiers a single year. , 
3. The total of years of labor is 12,243. These} 
years are reckoned in each report, by adding together 
the months of labor which the missionaries have 
actually performed. 

4. The average expenditure for a year of mission- 
ary labor, for the twenty-four years, is $166. The 
average expenditure to a soldier, in a regiment of a 
thousand costing the government $1,000,000 a year 
for officers’ and soldiers’ pay, sustenance, arms, am- 





DISTRIBUTION OF MISSIONARIES, NO. 1. ; 
The following Table gives the number of missionaries employed, each year of the Society’s opera- 
tions, in the Geographical Divisions of Eastern, Middle, Southern and Western States, and Canada. 


munition, &¢c., is $1000. So much cheaper is it, as 
well as more merciful, to save life than to kill. 

5. The average expenditure to a missionary for the 
twenty-four years is $121. The difference between 
this amount and the average for a year’s labor is 
occasioned by the fact that a missionary is named and 
counted in a report, though in some cases he may have 
labored but the fraction of the year. 

6. The whole number of additions to the churches 
is 101,103. 

7. The fifth column—that of new appointments— 
shows how many have to be called in each year to 
supply the places of those whose support is assumed 
by the people, the vacancies occasioned by death, 
sickness, removals and other changes, and to make 
the increase over the number of the preceding year. 











of Paris aud Geneva, 


] Western 
Society's Year. prow Enea — — “Territo- Canada, Total. 
| ries. 
1—1826-27 yo osrgm | *s 33 1 | 169 
2—1827-28 5 130 | 9 56 | | 201 
3—1828-29 72 a Se ee LO ae 304 
4—1829-30 107 147 13 12 | 38 392 
5—1830-31 144 i 160 12 145 | 2 463 
6—183 1-32 163 =| ~—s«169 10 | 166 | 1 | 509 
7—1832-33 239 | 170 9 | 18 | 3 | 606 
8—1833-34 287 201 | #13 169 6 676 
9—1634-35 289 } 216 | 18 187 mT) 719 
10—1835-36 319 =| 219 11 191 15 755 
11—1836--37 331 | 997 ll 195 22 810* 
12—1837-38 288 | 198 8 166 24 684 
13—1838-39 284 | 198 9 | 160 14 665 
14--1839-40 290 205 6 167 12 | 680 
15—1840-41 292 | 9215 5 169 9 | 690 
16—1841-42 305 | 249 5 | 922 10 791 
17—1842-43 288 253 7 | 291 9 848 
18—1843—44 968 | 957 10 | 365 7 907 
19—1844-45 285 | 49 | 6 397 6 943 
20—1845—-46 o7%4- | 9m | 9 | 417 | 971 
21--1846-47 275 954 | 10 | 433 | 972 
92--1847-48 295 | 237 18 456 | 1,006 
23184849 302° =| 9239 15 | 463 | 1,019 
24—1849-50 301 =| 228 15 | 488 | | 1,032 


Of these, 24 labored in France and Switzerland, under the direction of the Evangelical Societies 





large number of missionaries in the Middle States 

and the increasing number in the New England | 
States for several of the earlier years, it should be re- | 
marked that, at the organization of this Society in | 
1826, the missionaries of the United States Domestic | 
Missionary Society, whose responsibilities it assumed, | 
were transferred to it, and that the greater portion of | 
them were in commission in the State of New York. | 
The New England State Societies also became inte- | 
gral parts of the National Society, in several succes- | 
sive years—the Maine Missionary Society and the | 
Vermont Domestic Missionary Society in the third | 
year of its operations; the New Hampshire Mission- | 
ary Society in the fourth year; the Connecticut Mis- | 
sionary Society in the fifth year; and the Massachu- | 
setts Missionary Society in the seventh year. 
2. In the New England States, it will be observed, | 
there has been but little increase of the number of | 
missionaries at any time since the auxiliary relation- | 
ship of the State Societies was completed. Since 

1837 the number has diminished, and is, this year, | 


Remarks.—1. In explanation of the comparatively |30 less than at that date. In the Middle States, 


also, the number the 
than in 1837. 

3. The increase of the Society’s labors the last 
sixteen years has been mainly in our Western States 
and territories. The last ten years the increase 
alone in that portion of our country has given it 321 
additional missionaries: which is more than nine- 
tenths of the increase on the whole field during that 
period. . 

4. In the next table will be seen the progress which 
has been made, year by year, in the newer States of 
the West, as they have severally come into being and 
presented fields of peculiar promise for missionary 
culture. When this Society was formed, Indiana and 
Illinois were in their infancy. Michigan was, at that 
time, and for ten years subsequent, a territory; in 
1825 it had but one Presbyterian or Congregational 
minister, and he was a missionary. Wisconsin re- 
mained, eight years after the organization of this So- 
ciety, the almost undisputed home of the Indian. 
Iowa was not organized as a territory till 1838. 


present year is but one greater 





































































































proclaimed throughout the land to all the inhabitants 
thereof.” = 
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pects, the Executive Committee regard the last 

as having afforded more numerous indications of the 
divine favor than any which has 
plans of the Society have been justified by the re- 
sults; none of its enterprizes have failed ; the bless- 
ing of heaven has rested on the missionaries and 
their congregations ; the Christian public have shown 
their contidence in the institution by a more generous 
support than ever before; and expanding fields of 
usefulness, beyond all fgrmer example, have opened 
before it. 

In the steps by which the Society has been brought 
to its present position of responsibility, the committee 
recognize more than the results of human enterprise. 
They feel the awe of God’s presence in this work— 
that his providence and Spirit bid them to attempt 
and expect still greater things than their faith has 
ever ventured to grasp. The time has fully come for 
the aims of the Society to take a wider compass and 
its operations to assume a bolder tone. We stand not 
where we once did. Foreign emigration—the en- 
largement of territory—the rapid formation of States 
—the birth of nations in a day on the Pacific coast— 
have placed us in new relations. Henceforth the po- 
sition of the Society must be in advance of the camp 
of Israel ; it must forecast the measures by which the 
enduring welfare of so many rising and risen States 
may be made sure. In this purpose, the great Chris- 
tian heart of the country sympathizes. A growing 
interest in this work of missions on our own shores 
to all nations—an interest based on true philanthropy, 
Christian principle, promises of God exceeding great 
and precious—is manifest in the churches, giving 
great encouragement with reference to the future ope- 
rations of the Society, and awakening hope full of 
immortality for unnumbered millions of our country- 
men and our race. 


WEDNESDAY BV2’G, MAY 6. 


AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 





This Society held its 24th anniversary on Wed- 
nesday evening, in the Tabernacle; The Presi- 
dent, Henry Dwient, Esq., of Geneva, in the 
chair, Prayer by Rev. Dr. Wisner, of Ithaca. 
The abstract of the Treasurer's Report was 
read by Rev. Dr. Haut, exhibiting the receipts of 
the year, showing the amount contributed by the 
churches to the society, its branches and agen- 
cies, to be $157,160: of which $3,288 is for Life 
Directors and Life Members; $20,208 for Lega- 
cies ; $452 in payments for the Home Missionary ; 
and $6,095 from miscellaneous sources; leaving 
$127,116 as the amount of general donaticns and 
collections. The expenditures for payments and 
outfits of missionaries, $132,866; for the publi- 
cation of the Home Missionary, $3,457 ; for sala- 
ries and expenses of secretaries and clerks, 
$5,935 ; rent, &c., $3,198; total, $145,456. Bal- 
ance in the treasury on the first of April, $15,553. 
The abstract of the annual report was read by 
Rev. Dr. Bapcer, one of the Secretaries. Al- 
though the missionaries of this Society were up- 
wards of 1000 in number, many of them inti- 
mately conversant with the pestilence, watching 
the sick, and were burying the dead in some in- 
stances, when all others had forsaken them, yet 
not one has died. The only death in the number 
of officers and managers was that of Rev. WiL- 
L1AM B. Lewis, a beloved member of the Execu- 
tive Committee, to whose memory an affectionate 
tribute is paid. The abstract and some of the 
statistics of the Report will be found in the pre- 
ceding columns. 

The report also shows how the progress of 
transition of churches to a self-sustaining posi- 
tion requires most strenuous efforts and the ap- 
pointment of many new missionaries, and how it 
gradually transfers the field of its labors from 
the old to the newer States and territories. The 
following is the conclusion : 

“From the foregoing survey of the field entrusted 
to their cultivation, the Committee feel warranted in 
deriving a high degree of encouragement. Taken in 
all its aspects, the last year has ufforded more numer- 
ous indications of the divine favor than any which has 
preceded it. The plans and policy of the Society 
have met with no providential rebuke; none of its 
enterprises have failed ; the blessing of Heaven has 
rested on its missionaries and their flocks; the Chris- 
tian public have manifested their confidence by a more 
generous support than ever before; and expanding 
fields of usefulness, that surpass in number and inter- 
est all former example, have opened before it. Inthe 
progress of our settlements over the continent, the 
Most High appropriates to the fulfilment of his own 
ends the utmost energies of the people and the ambi 
tion of their rulers. At his bidging, secular enter- 
prise, like a hale and lusty giant, rushes forth into the 
wilderness, and striking right and left, clears a wide 
and goodly land, where families may dwell and herds 
abound ; where villages may rise and traffic display 
its wares ; and, over and controlling all, the religion of 
the cross may have a triumphant and glorious course. 


Rev. Joun W. Curcxerine, of Portland, moved 
the adoption of the Report. It is a very excel- 
lent Report, so far as wecan judge from the speci- 
mens, and I like it all the better because we hear 
no more of it to-night, but just enough to sharpen 
our appetite, instead of having our ears wearied 
when we can read it all in print to-morrow morn- 
ing. From observation, and perhaps, some experi- 
ence, he understood that the motion to accept the 
Report is a sort of ommbus bill, allowing the 
speaker to say what he pleases on whatever topic 
he might think of. Had he the arrangement of 
this meeting, he would have made it very differ- 
ent. He would have called one of the most 
pious home missionaries from each State, to come 
and stand here and tell you what they have seen 
and heard and felt in their work. He had looked 
around to find one of the missionary brethren 
from Maine, since he had unexpectedly been called 
upon to speak, but there are none here. They 
could not afford the money to come and to pay 
the expense of board here, since the people of 
New York city have forgotten to entertain stran- 
gers. He assured the ladies that the home mis- 
sionaries of Maine would not rewara their hos- 
pitality by defiling their beautiful dwellings ; for 
they have no money to spend for the weed which 
“is not bread,” or to dissipate in smoke. He 
hoped that some of the past abuses of hospitality 
—such as the use of tobacco—bringing along 
cousins to the fourth degree—delaying meals by 
unnecessary absence—and outstaying the anni- 
versaries would not be repeated by his clerical 
brethren. He then proceeded to say a few words 
in behalf of the Great East. He begged the at- 
tention of the Christians of New York for a little 
to the claims and condition of his own field of 
labor—the State of Maine. He begged the au- 
dience to look down east a moment—if they could 
for the fog—and see where our north-eastern 
boundary stands immoveable—until the next an- 
nexation. He said that State contained as many 
square miles as all the rest of New England, anda 
population of half a million, three-fourths of them 
living on one fourth of its territory. He spoke 
of its 300 miles of sea coast with their 31 beacon 
light-houses—its vast resources, containing tim- 
ber and marble and granite enough to rebuild 
(should they be destroyed) all the buildings in all 
the cities in the world, and slate enough to cover 
them—its $10,000,000 of railroads finished and 
in progress—and gave these as an apology for 
the little credited to that State on the books of 
this Society—Christians there having so much to 
do at home to make the moral keep pace with the 
physical improvements. He alluded very hand- 
somely to the Press, standing ready to spread 
their report as with the articulation of Heaven's 
own lightning through every corner of the land. 

He stated in regard to the call of Professor 
Stowe to be the Professor, that is the Practiser, of 
Pastoral care in Boudoin College, that it had been 
made and accepted, not to rob the West, but to 
save his life, which could not be hoped for 
without a change ef climate. And when the re- 
sults of that which has been done in no other 
college shall be seen, it will be found that neither 
we nor the college have acted without good rea- 
son. He dwelt then with interest on the title and 
object of the society—Home Mission. It is a 
mission—the most glorious work. It is for Home! 
O, the delightful import of that word! It is for 
our country, which we all love. Even the diffi- 
culty of finding what to love as our country, has 





been got over more readily than once seemed pos- 


ExcouraGinG Prosrects.—Taken in all its as- 


preceded it. The 


sible. What was California to us? And yet we 
have begun to love California as a part of our 
country. He described the Home Mission of 
every individual Christian, to his church, his 
neighborhood, his town, or ward; but there isa 
Home Mission still more vital than either, the 
true Parent Society of all, the Parental Mission 
at Home. 

The Hutchinson family then sung two songs— 


THE INQUIRY. 


Tell me, ye winged winds, 
That — my Lan phn roar— 
Do ye not know some 
Where mortals weep ho more ? 
Some lone and pleasant dell, 
Some valley in the West, — 
Where, free from toil.and pain, 
The weary soul may rest? 
The loud wind softened to a whisper low, | 
And sighed for pity as it answered, “ No! 
Tell me, thou mighty deep, 
Whose billows round me play, 
Know’st thou some favored spot, 
Some island far away, 
Where man may find 
The bliss for which he sighs— 
Where sorrow sever lives, 
And friendship never dies ¢ 
The loud waves rolling in perpetual flow, uals de 
Stopped for a while, and murmuring, answered, “ No! 


And thou, serenest moon, 
Who with such holy face 
Dost look upon the earth 
Asleep in night’s embrace, 
Know’st thou no better land— 
Hast thou not seen some spot, 
Where miserable man 
Might find a happier lot ? 
Behind a cloud the moon withdrew in woe, | 
And a sweet voice, fut sad, responded “ No! 


Tell me, my secret soul, 
Oh! teli me, Hope and Faith, 
Is there no happier spot, 
Where mortals may be blest, 
Where grief may find a balm, 
And weariness a rest ¢ ' 
Faith, Hope and Love—best boons to mortals given— 
Waved their bright wings, and whispered, “ Yes, in 
heaven !” 


And “ The Old Songs of Yore.” 


Rev. Anprew L. Stone, of Boston, was intro- 
duced. He said—the reporters cannot report 
these sounds, which for the moment carried us 
away beyond the earth to our Heavenly Father's 
threshold. But we must come back to our bu- 
siness in this world. But what an idea it gives 
us of the soul, and its capacities, when freed from 
its pampering clog of flesh, so that it can soarat 
pleasure to the highest notes of praise, without 
being compelled to come back to this poor earth. 
He offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Gospel of Christ, brought in 
contact with the mind and heart of our entire popula- 
tion, is the only influence to which we can safely en- 
trast the destiny of this country. 

He would plead for our whole country, and 
not for any particular portion of it. It isa great 
thing for a country to havea history to look back 
upon. Who did not feel this when the cry of lib- 
etty was raised, afew years ago, in classic Greece ; 
or later, when youns Rome attempted to throw 
off the yoke of ecclesiastical tyranny. But we 
cannot command history. What is written is writ- 
ten. But our concern is more with destiny than 
with history. The destiny of our country is to 
be a destiny of power. Think of its extent; its 
30,000 miles of sea-coast ; its growth of popula- 
tion, receiving from the old countries a thousand 
people every day ; the tendencies to make every 
man do his best and utmost in whatever sphere 
he may occupy. It can be no feeble destiny ; 
what oughtitto be? It should lead to the disen- 
thrallment of the world, by all the leaven we fur- 
nish, by the freedom of our institutions ; and for 
this we must be disenthralled at home. Who 
does not fee], when he speaks of our country as 
the home of the free, that there is one abomina- 
tion which thrusts the lie like an iron gauntlet 
in his face? Our Constitution is the object of 
just veneration; it was formed in a favored period, 
and could not now be reproduced. It would be 
impossible at this day to make a Constitution for 
the United States, containing as much in favor 
of liberty as that under which we now live. 
But can we trust the destinies of our country to 
the Constitution alone, when the very strifes and 
agitations which many deem so threatening, 
have their origin in disputes about the meaning 
of the Constitution? Shall we trust the political 
sagacity and integrity of our statesmen? We 
need fear no comparison in respect to the saga- 
city and eloquence of our statesmen; but who 
can fail to see that they are too much occupied 
with personal and party ends to be alone the 
guardians of our country’s destiny. We cannot 
trust to light and intelligence to save the land, 
when science has once brovght in the Age of 
Reason, and can leave its votary to hew his way 
through the body of his benefactors. We must 
have the Gospel—we must have the Sabbath—not 
clipped at both ends as it is in most of our cities 
and large towns. We want the permanent and 
resident influence. We want the colporteur and 
the tracts, but we want something more—a per- 
manent ministry. 

The Hutchinsons again made their appearance, 
and Abby sung the effective song— 

“If I were a voice.” 

The Chairman rose to introduce the next 
speaker, but a large portion of the audience per- 
severed in demanding the Hutchinsons again, 
and they came forward and gave, ‘The Spider 
and the Fly,” which was not well received by the 
better part of the audience, on account of its 
want of appropriateness to the occasion. * 

Rev. Samver Wasusvrn, of New York, lately 
of Fall River, Mass., offered the following : 

Resolved, That in view of the enlargement of our 
national domain and the increasing emigration from 
abroad, the work of evangelizing our country be- 
comes, in effect,a mission to all mankind. 

He said he felt embarrassed by the considera- 
tion, that sweet and touching as were the tones 
to which we have just been listening, they were 
not the best calculated to prepare the mind to 
consider the solemn responsibilities and weighty 
duties which it was his purpose to present. He 
therefore begged his auditors to give him their 
more earnest attention. He showed by the ex- 
tent of our country, and by the mighty tide of 
emigration, that the cause of Home Missions is 
the cause of mankind. The report shows that 
the Society has forty missionaries preaching in 
four foreign languages. But though we have in 
our country the elements of all nations, we have 
not the whole world. And yet he deemed it not 
extravagant to say that there is no nation on 
earth which is now exerting so great an influ- 
ence upon ail other nations as our own. You 
remember when John Quincy Adams presented a 
petition of eleven obscure individuals for the 
dissolution of the Union, and what a storm of 
wrath fell upon his venerable head. To most of 
those who were best acquainted with this peti- 
tion, so far as regarded its effect upon the Union, 
it was a poor farce. The speaker said he hap- 
penettto be in London when the news of these 
proceedings was received. Passing to Paris, he 
found that the government paper had got hold of 





* We understand that the Hutchinson family had 
arranged to sing two missionary hymns selected for 
the occasion. But in consequence of the illness of 
one of their number, they were prevented from mak- 
ing the preparation which they deemed necessary, and 
therefore substituted their songs, some of which, how- 
ever admirable in their place and in the performance, 
were felt by a large portion of the audience as not 
strictly in keeping with the occasion. Had the origi- 
nal arrangemnt not by sickness, their 
singing of the appropriate would have been a 
substitute for the services of the choir, and would have 
been a highly acceptable service to the cause, and 





they too easily believed to be true. 


potent is the influence exerted by this country 


hamlets on the shores of the Pacific. 


THURSDAY MORNING. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 





in the chair. 


was spent in the discussion of the question, and 


on. 


Board, at the earliest convenient day. 

In consequence of the debate on this matter, 
the members were detained beyond the usual 
time, and did not arrive at the Tabernacle until 
half past 10 o'clock. 


the Episcopal chureh, New York. The portion 
read was the ninth Psalm: “I will praise thee, 
O Lord, with my whole heart,” &c. 

The President then delivered a brief congratu- 
latory address, as follows : 

It is pleasant and profitable to reflect that, 


world to its rightful allegiance. 
infinite grace. 


intercourse of nations and men, traces its source 
governments and the securities of the people, 


ships, are all hallowed and fortified by the doc- 
trines and precepts of the Bible—its claims ad- 
dress us with surpassing force, and exalt the 
humble agencies that take interest in its circula- 
tion. 

It is a relief from the anxieties of the present 
crisis in our political concerns, to turn to this 


book of peace for the healing of the nations, 


sects and the collisions of local partialities. Let 
its influences spread abroad, as the spirit of God 
shall prompt, let the kind forbearance, the large 
charity and the considerate allowance for com- 
mon infirmities enjoined by the Gospel pervade 
this family of states, and the earnest desire shall 
then be excited who shall best and soonest heal 


threaten our Union. 


to promote it. Every heart that glows and pie 
hand that moves for the Bib'e cast their lots wit 


enlists the ministry of angels. 


who shall be the heirs of salvation. 
every kindred, and people, and nation, and 


invoked in any, the humblest measure, to the 
furtherance of the same purpose. Whether it 
be to print the page, or fold the leaf—to set the 
type or give the sound it betokens—or whether 
to take counsel and supplicate for a blessing on 
the whole work—it is a codperation we should 
prize as among our noblest privileges. Such 
labors will be pleasant for reflection. They con- 
stitute a part of that appointed system of means, 
whose happy consequences we are permitted 
daily to behold in progress; and which shal! be 
gratefully noted from generation to generation, 
until the end shall come, and the top stone be 
laid with rejoicings. 

This word is ordained, in its course among the 
nations, to bring the whole family of man into 
one blessed brotherhood, bound to God and each 
other by the ties of love. This is no vain chi- 
mera. It is an open vision. Prophecy has 
written it in letters of light, and sooner shall 
Heaven and earth fail, than one letter of that 
record be frustrated. 

“Peace on earth and good will to men,” was 
the chorus of the song of angels, heard on the 
plains of Bethlehem when the drama opened. 
“Peace I leave with you,” was the farewell 


up its issues to everlasting retributions. 


by Josepu Hype, Esq, Assistant Treasurer. It 
stated the receipts had been $284,614, of which 
the sum of $117,794 was by donations, &c. ; and 
$166,820 for Bibles and other publications. The 
expenditures were $284,557, of which $262,995 
were for domestic purposes, and $17,900 for for- 
eign objects. 


read by Rev. Dr. Hoxpicn, setting forth the do- 
mestic proceedings of the Board and the affairs 
of the Bible House. The agents were much ex- 
posed during the cholera, but did not suspend 
their operations. The work of loca] distribution 


oftener. 


own people receive it gladly; and the work 


the principal facts : 


In the course of the one Vice 


Manager, B. L. ley, Esq., have died 
 B. colley, Esq., have ; 
The number of new Auxiliaries formed 











added much to the interest of the meeting. 


and how eager the advocates of despotism are 
to seize or forge such events as are calculated to 
counteract it upon the public mind of Europe. 
He referred to the thirty or forty thousand mis- 
sives that are carried to Europe hy every steamer, 
and are shed, like snow-flakes, all over Europe, 
into every cottage and every bosom. The time is 
at hand when the agents of the Home Missionary 
Society will be required to preach the Gospel in 
Malay, in Chinese, in Japanese, in the towns and 


THIRTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY. 


Hon. Turopore Freinenvysen, President, 
The Society’s annual meeting was 
held at the Manager's Room in the Bible House, 
on Thursday morning, at 9 o’clock. The Presi- 
dent in the chair, assisted by Vice Presidents 
Lincoln, Garretson, Carew, Bradish and Cock. 

Rev. Mr. Ricuarpson, the Society’s agent in 
Western New-York, read Psalms 116 and 117. 
After the usual election of managers in place of 
those whose term is expired, Rev. Dr. M‘Car- 
rell and others, a delegation from the auxiliary 
society of Newburgh, again introduced the sub- 
ject of having the meetings of the Society and 
Board opened with prayer. Considerable time 


finally its consideration was referred to the 
Board of Managers to consider and report there- 
It is probable that now the question will 
be formally taken up for full discussion by the 


The public exercises were introduced without 
prayer or invocation, by the réading of a portion 
of scripture by Rev. William Richmond, D. D., of 


amid the changes of time and the commotions 
which have agitated the world, the Bible still 
maintains its wonted sway over the hearts of its 
friends, and has extended still farther its light 
and power into the regions of darkness and sin. 
This blessed book of God, the fountain of all that 
is dear to our hopes, will yet recover an apostate 
The promise 
and faithfulness of Him who gave it assure us 
that his word shall accomplich this purpose of 


And when we consider that whatever is pure 
in principle, and upright, just and kind in the 


and authority to the Bible—that the stability of 


and the sacredness of domestic and social friend- 


sacred volume and contemplate it as the great 


healing the strifes of party, the jealousies of 


the wounds and compose the discords that 

Jn the character and relations of this cause to 
our country and the world, may be found a rich 
and lasting recompense for all that can be done 


a cause that engages the smiles of Heaven, and 


Those pure spirits of a higher sphere are swift 
to do the will of God, as it points them to those 


Men are to bear the everlasting Gospel to 


tongue, and honored is he of earth whose aid is 


legacy of the glorified Redeemer, as he was about 
to suffer and toovercome. And peace restored and 
perfected between man and his Maker, and man 
and his brother, will crown the final consumma- 
tion and prepare for the end of time; and seal 


The Annual Report of the Treasurer was read 


The first part of the Managers’ Report was 














the story, headed it “ Prosapte Dissocurion or | The number of Bibles and Testaments issued in 
THE Unrrep States,” and so presented the affair ped oy 
as to leave the impression that the venerable Ex- my 
President had himself made the proposition ‘o dis- | ica, 

solve the Union, and that it was highly probable 
the next arrival might bring the word that the 
thing had been consummated. He found this 
impression in all the provinces of France. He 
found that the king of Naples had caused his 
subjects to learn the wonderful news; and on 
reaching Rome, the subjects of the Pope had the 
same intelligence ; and many sage remarks were 
made by those who had always predicted this as 
the upshot of the model republic. And nota 
few who had looked to this country as the hope 
of liberty, heard with sad hearts the news which 
He men- 
tioned these circumstances to show how real and 


time, 633,395. These books have been dis- 
State and Territory in the 
Tndves, in Spanish and Portuguese Amer- 


Spanish and English in 
Grebo 
Acts for an Indian tribe in South America, 


ian 
The number of agents employed has been thirty, 
poy two in Texas, one in California, and one in 
est 


itory, mo- 
ney has been sent for making the same in ce, Tur- 
Syria, Persia, at Bombay, Madras, Ceylon and 
Lodiana in India; also in China,in South Africa, and 
at the Sandwich Islands. The whole amount of these 
payments is $17,900; and there is still voted, but not 


cabana eon ets 
8 re 
4 were never better. 

Rev, Dr. Briewam, the other Secretary, read 
some portions of the Report referring to the for- 
eign distribution, and alao an explanation of the 
potity of the Board in regard to the employment 
of colporteurs, the sale of books to those who 
wish to make a profit on the re-sale, the getting 
out of new editions, in bilingual form and in new 
dialects ; grants of books to various societies and 
to individuals for gratuitous distribution ; grants 
of money for other countries. Between three 
and four hundred thousand dollars have been 
sent abroad by the Society during its existence. 
The grants the past year amount to $17,900, of 
which the details were read. Other considerable 
sums have been promised, but not paid. The 
sum is nearly equal to the grants, and all is ur- 
gently called for at once. The Report con- 
cludes— 

“ The Board would state, in conclusion, that, while 
they have not accomplished all they could wish the 
past year, they mae be unfeignediy grateful that 
they have been enabled to see so much effected. 
More has been done than in any previous year of the 
Society's existence. And all the signs of Divine 
Providence indicate that if sustained by their associ- 
ates, more still, much more, can be done the ensuing 
year.” 

CranceLtorn Watwortu moved the acceptance 
of the Report. He was particularly gratified 
with the publication of the Spanish and English 
Testament in parallel columns. He hoped the 
same plan would be continued. It was an admi- 
rable device, and calculated to do good in many 
ways. The encouraging aspect of the whole 
Report he regarded as highly satisfactory, and he 
begged to unite his congratulations with others 
on the prospects and future usefulness and suc- 
cess which are apparent. 

Rev. Dr. Tyna came forward, on the call of 
the Secretary, to second the Report. He said, in 
the unexpected absence of two gentlemen who 
were expected, and had engaged, not only to 
make and second the motion, but to speak in its 
support, he had been suddenly summoned to take 
their place, and it had been put upon him as a 
matter of course and a matter of duty, because 
he happened to be the chairman of the commit- 
tee on preparation for the anniversary. In ac- 
cepting that appointment he had never agreed to 
any such obligation. Situated as he wag, just 
recovering, and but partially recovered, from a 
violent attack of disease, which smote him in 
the midst of his public duties last Sabbath, he 
was more than commonly unfitted for the task of 
addressing such an audience. But he was re- 
solved long ago never to withhold his voice 
whenever an! wherever it might be called for in 
behalf of this cause, or of this Society, so long 
as it shall continue as it is, econtentedly aud faith. 
faily laboring on the platform where it was placed 
at its formation. It stands on an eminence which 
no disc@rd can reach, while the storms of con- 
tention play harmlessly around its base. 

In the meeting held this morning, at the Man- 
agers’ Room, he was struck, in looking at the 
portraits that adorn the walls, with a variety of 
pleasing and elevating reflections. There is the 
form of the great statesman and jurist [John 
Jay], who in so extraordinary a manner united 
the integrity of the sage with the piety of the 
Christian, and whose name remains on the re- 
cords of our country to prove the compatibility 
of political sagacity with personal honesty. 
There is the eldest born of our Presidents [Elias 
Boudinot), who adorned a sphere somewhat more 
secluded and private, a son of New Jersey ; and 
while I rejoice that New Jersey was thus hon- 
ored, I rejoice that New Jersey has given us an- 
other son worthy to be his successor. There 
etands that fine model of anti-revolutionary dig- 
nity and courtesy (Col. Varick], whose presence 
in our community was a standing lesson in all 
that is graceful and noble. There, I rejoice to 
see, shines this day the resemblance of another 
countenance [Frelinghuysen], whose name com- 
ing generations wil! love to remember with honor. 
There seems to me to be an argument on our 
walls to bind us together on our original prinei- 
ples, on the platform where we can all work 
without a single compromise of one man’s con- 
scientious convictions. As I looked on these 
features and exclaimed, Sic transit gloria mundi, 
I saw that it is glory while it passes. The sun- 
rise is glorious ; and as the luminary climbs the 
sky, all is glorious; and as it passes across the 
meridian, it is still glorious; and when it sinks 
down to the horizon, it is glorious with a milder 
radiance. Late be the setting of the lights of 
our present organization. Though the persons 
change, we see the thing remains, The agents 
pass away, but the agency continues. How 
changed the faces at these meetings in a quarter 
of a century, since I first attended the Society ; 
but the principle is the same; the work abides ; 
the Society flourishes in ever-increasing youth 
and vigor, as-it still increases the circles of its 
yearly growth. 

The Report before us gives us everything that 
is encouraging to our work, with nothing to im- 
pair the character of our movement or the excel- 
lence of its results. We are always in want of 
more means, because we are engaged in supply- 
ing an appetite that grows by what it feeds on. 
Pat a Bible in a house, and you can create a de- 
mand for ten Bibles. Put a single Bible in a 
town—nay, in a nation, and it shall prove like 
leaven, pervading gradually the entire mass, and 
setting them all to require Bibles. As our op- 
portunity enlarges, the demand increases, and it 
is our glorious privilege to meet and supply that 
ever-growing demand. It is the greatest work 
on earth, and with the greatest prospect of suc- 
cess that is enjoyed by any mortal enterprise. It 
is the greatest honor that God ever entrusted to 
man. Our Society stands upon a rock, whose 
base is the providence and promise of God, and 
round whose top culminates and shines the glory 
of Christian truth. Everything else shakes and 


Union ; 


in 
est 
‘im Canada and New Brunswick ; among seamen, “: 


New with 
gididleteasta, tas bore pena, also the hook of 
Genesis in for West Africa, and the book of 


agitates ; we qualify all controversies, mitigate 
all strifes, stir amid all agitations, guide all 
movements. Our Society is like the locomotive 
of the railroad among the cattle of the field, 


is going on in the States, and must not be sus- 
pended. Every State requires to be explored and 
supplied once in four years, and every city 
Some examples were given—Hartford 
Co., Conn., and Onondaga Co., N.Y. The work 
is well received, and foreigners as well as our 


must go on with increased energy, until our whole 
land shall become a Bible-reading, Christian, Pro- 
testant nation. The following is an abstract of 


President, 
. Esq, of Philadelphia, and one 
is 64 ; most 


which pursues its even track, and presses on its 
course, resisting all inflaences which would 
throw it off the rail or impede its progress. The 
Doctor begged leave to offer his congratulations 
on the prosperity of the Society, and the increase 
of its receipts. This thirty-four thousand dol- 
lars, said he, added to our last year’s operations, 
proves how perennial is the fountain from which 
our treasury draws its resources. 

In looking back over the history of the Bible 
Society, we see periods when our means seemed 
to be lise the handful of meal and a little oil in 
@ cruse, barely enough to make two cakes, on 
which a single family may eat and live to-day, 





The Receipts of the year, from all have | “expected supply ; but when to-morrow comes , 
been $284,014 84. about one-third as deantions. we have always found its necessities met from 


to starve and die to-morrow, unless there be some 


boatmen, immigrants, 3, Jews and 
Gentiles, Protestants and ge men, rod 
men amd colored men; indeed, among all who were © 
ae and couid be reached. 
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some quarter, so that our barrel of meal has not 
Wasted nor our cruse of oil dried up. And 
thousands have rejoiced, and millions shall yet 
rejoige to feed on these cakes of the bread of 
Life which we distribute, and be Jed to the reser- 
voir of the hidden manna, which comes direct 
from the throne of God. We are doing a most 
maghificent work, because it is the very work of 


“the Divine Majesty of Heaven. In his service 


we labor; our principles are broad, our purpose 
is abiding, our foundation is imperturbable, while 
his blessing crowns our work with glorious suc- 
cess. Here let us abide faithful under the cer- 
tainty that, though the agents pass away, the 
agency remains, and the object cannot fail. 

Rev. Stewart Rosrnson, of Kentucky, offered 
the following resolution : 


Resolved, That as the Bible is its own best interpre- 


» ter, it carries in itself its own best defense ; and we 


rely, therefore, upon the diffusion of this book, 
with the accompanying influence of the Holy Spirit, 
as the great means for holding in check the infidel 
tendencies of our times. 

The amount of the resolution is, said Mr. R., 
that spreading the knowledge of Scripture in 
our country, and getting its truths before the 
minds of the people, is the best defense that can 
be made against infidelity. The source of infi- 
delity is not in the lack of evidence to sustain 
the truth of revelation, but in men’s ignorance of 
the facts and truths of revelation. The resolu- 
tion refers to the signs of the times. This is 
eminently a practical age. It is the mechanic, 
not the metaphysician, who is now in the ascen- 
dant. And it is not by multiplying arguments 
in the closet, but by sending the truth into the 
hearts of the neaple at large, so that they can 
know them by experience and feel their power, 
that the tendencies to infidelity are to be met, and 
the authority of revelation defended. I would 
not, said Mr, R., detract from the honors due to 
the great men of former ages, or diminish the 
credit due to thejr learned labors. To me they 
appeardike the gigantic memorials of a great- 
ness no longer attainable. I contemplate them 
with awe, as I would those huge organic remains 
of a former earth in which both animal and veg- 
etable life were ona prodigious scale. Let them 
bear the honor which they merit. But I fear we 
are too much inclined to give them a place which 
they neither claim nor are entitled to, as if they 
were authority in matters of faith. The true 
foundation of our faith is the Word of God, and 
nothing else. And none would sooner disclaim 
than these worthies the idea of putting their 
writings in its place. But there is what Carlyle 
calls an inarticulate theology of the heart, which 
inclines us to put our trust for the defense of the 
Gospel rather in the learning of the past than 
the experience of the present. The slightest 
analysis of the infidelity of our times, will show 
that it is not the argument to be derived from the 
labors of men of learning, or from abstract rea- 
sonings on the high moral tendency of Christian- 
ity, that will counteract the influence of modern 
infidelity. 

Take the form of infidelity called German 
transcendentalism, for instance; and what good 
will those learned arguments do in confuting the 
dreams about the sensuous and the super-sensu- 
ous, the ego and the non-ego, and the like? You 
might as well go and talk mathematics to the 
crowds of people that are hurrying along these 
streets inthe omnibus. We have this sort of in- 
fidelity in a worse shape than it is in Germany, 
by adding to the original system the peculiarities 
of our Anglo-Saxon, or rather Yankee-Saxon 
character. It appears as though when the Ger- 
man mind gets waked up from its long slumber, 
it found the two great fields of possession pre- 
occupied; France had the land, and England the 
sea, and therefore Germany concluded to take 
the air and the clouds for its province. We add 
our progressive democracy, applied to metaphys- 
ics, and go on and annex, not merely 54° 40, but 
to 90, and then 180, and then rise with Germany 
away up into the air, and do not suppose there is 
any real danger to the truth of God from this thing. 

Take the people at large, and they are not at all 
likely to become transcendentalists. The age is 
too mechanical for that. It tends to the develop- 
ment of a more practical sort of infidel philoso- 
phy. Here and there may bea learned and really 
profound man who is a skeptic ; not because his 
mind is too profound to be satisfied with the 
evidence, but because he has some how got a 
twist and acquired a mania as to this subject. 
He will make his God the chief pitron of his 
particular science. If that is mathematics, he 
must have a God who sits in profound compla- 
cency contemplating the movement of the uni- 
verse, whose laws he has so skillfully arranged 
If it is chemistry, his God must be the secret 
agent that acts in the latent principles of attrac- 
tion, of caloric, of electricity, or of magnetism. 
One can in some such way always account 
for the infidelity of a man of real learning. 

But the larger class of infidels are your pro- 
fessional and business men, who are so busy, 
and have so many irons in the fire, as is the way 
with the people of this country, that they have 
no time to think of these things ; and they take 
up infidelity as some new discovery, which 
strikes their minds at a glance, and they have no 
time to trace it out, or weigh its real merits. 
Their keen activity of mind, working an insuf- 
ficient data, deludes them to think that their 
infidelity is the fruit of their knowledge, instead 
of their ignorance of the subject. And this class 
embraces the vast majority of unbelieving minds 
who are found among the intelligent classes of 
the country. 

There is also a deal of very superficial unbe- 
lief, among a class of minds which are so vastly 
profound that they cannot be satisfied with such 
evidence as is commonly brought forward in 
favor of Christianity—they are young men just 
from college, or the like, who are afflicted with 
this inconvenient profundity, which prevents 
them from receiving the teachings of the Scrip- 
ture. But the great mass is the effect of a mere 
determination not to think of religion. These 
men have reduced themselves to the condition of 
mere money-making machines; and you may as 
well talk to the winds as present arguments for 
Christianity to such aman. There in the West, 
(I know not how it is in the East,) we have a 
class of men who are too great to be taught; 
they are called, or call themselves, leading minds ; 
they cannot stop to listen to your reasons. We 
ask no favor of these metaphysical despots, but 
only that they will let the Bible go to the people, 
and let them get hold of its truths. These men 
are not infidel on other things; they believe in 
history, although the life of Christ is better at- 
tested than the life of Julius Ceasar. They will 
take Thucydides for true, and why not Luke. 
They will take Cicero de Natura Deim, why not 
Paul de Justificatione?, These men are not hon- 
est. [tis Mammonism that prevents faith ; it is 
infidelity, not of the head, but of the heart. 

The only way to convince men of the truth of 
the Bible is to make them know what the Bible 
is, and what it says. Did you ever know any 
body attempt to makea boy love Homer, in the 
way some people would take to make a man love 
the Bible? We see, sometimes, a cold wind sud- 
denly succeeding to rain, and turning every drop 
on every leaf and twig to solid crystal. Look 
out in the morning, and you would think Aladdin 
had been there with his lamp. Now, how will 
you convey the beauties of that scene? Will 
you deliver a lecture on the ‘nature and effects of 
sun-light, and reflection and refraction? You 
would say to your child—see here, what a splen- 
did sight! So it is with the Bible; you get men 
to look at it, and they will see that 


ory gilds the sacred 
. tajrote, like the on 

It is just as evidently the voice of God, as when 
nature’s wheels began to roll. Let the soul drink 
it in, let it understand the truth, and it will want 
no other demonstration of its divinity. And if 
God will give his grace in the heart of the man, 
he will not give a fig for all your learned argu- 
ments. 

We mistake our course, in this logical age, 
when we distrust the safety of giving men the 
Bible, and leaving them to find out from the Bi- 
ble, without note or comment, the truth of its di- 
vinity, Paul never complained of people as be- 


ing too dull to comprehend the evidences of 

Christianity. He told them they were sinners, 

and must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ if they 

wished to be saved; and they did it, and found 

that what he said was true, and they were not at 

a loss for evidex.ce after that. What did Luther 

do? He might have tried his logic against the 

claims of the pope, and the priests would have 

paid him back in logicas shrewd as his own, and 

nothing have come of it. But he knew better. 

He took the old iron trumpet of the Dutch verna- 

cular, and gave the people the Bible in theirown 

language, and then defied the logic of the priests. 

Only bring the Bible to bear on the public mind, 
and the public mind “ill correct itself as to its 
ideas of the Bible. Take the man who is so giv- 
en up to the service of Mammon that he don’t 
know whether there is a heaven or a hell ornot; 
he is so busy making money that you cannot 
reach him; but by and by affliction comes upon 
him, the arrows of trouble come into his soul, 
and then he needs no argument for the blessed 
truth of the Bible, which says, ‘Come unto me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest;” and “ Blessed are they that 
mourn, for they shall be comforted.” He knows 
that these words come from God. 

A most common form of infidelity, is that of 
those who are fond of the imaginative and the 
sensitive, and will therefore have a God who is 
mere goodness personified, all love and nothing 
else, all forbearance and no justice. Now, don't 
go to debating with such a man with your 
learned arguments. Get him to read the Bible, 
and see how Jesus Christ preached the gospel, 
and how Paul preached it. He will find there no 
lullaby song to put the soul to sleep and lap it in 
Elysian dreams—no soft strains of sweet music 
fit for the rebee or the lute; he will find those 
great truths and weighty arguments and high 
considerations which task the organs of the soul! 
through all its diapason, 

The infidel theories and speculations which we 
import from the old world, are almost as numer- 
ous and as various as the clouds of immigrants 
who land on our shores. Many fear that they 
will utterly subvert both religion and society. 
And so they will, if not counteracted. But give 
those people the Bible; it is the best possible 
preservative against the leprosy which would 
otherwise taint and destroy both our government 
and religion. 

The reason we and our fathers have succeeded 
in establishing liberty and a free government, 
with public order and personal liberty combined 
and secured, is because we have the Bible among 
us, and the Bible doctrine of individual agency, 
individual responsibility, and individual rights. 
The Frenchman looks at a man, not as a whole 
man, but as a cog in the vast wheel which rolls 
round and grinds out the results of society. In- 
stead of going to work, each one for himself and 
bis family, he wants the government to furnish 
hin with bread, and with a house, and with ein- 
ployment, and his children with education. Ina 
word, he wants the government to do everything. 
Whereas, your Yankee Saxon only wants the 
government to keep watch, and keep off intruders 
upon his rights, and let him go ahead and help 
himself. 

In regard to all these dangerous doctrines, as 
they are called, and this spirit of “ Progressive 
Democracy” which is inclined to throw off all 
tne restraints of ancient opinions and usages, the 
result depends entirely upon the piety of the 
church and the diligence with which the people 
are fed with the Word of God. 

I have stood on the quarter-deck of one of 
those huge steam palaces that navigate the 
Mississippi River, and looked down into the tur- 
bid waters to watch and muse upon the various 
substances floating by. There is a huge pine 
from far up the Arkansas--there is another from 
the head waters of the Ohio, and there are 
stumps and timbers, and implements of husband- 
ry, and wrecks of boats exploded, and bodies of 
animals, and even the mortal remains of human 
beings, and the soil of fourteen different States 
of this Union, all mingled together. And then I 
looked to the right and left, and saw the beauti- 
ful fields, 

“ Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood, 
Stand dressed in living green ;” 
and the snow-white houses of the inhabitants, 
with their shady verandahs and embosoming 
trees, all lying below the level of the flood on 
which we were riding. The mind in a state of 
reverie instinctively runs out to see this mingled 
mass sweeping in desolation over that fair land, 
and covering it with nothing but the dead re- 
mains of other regions. The soul is filled with 
terror at the thought, until you rouse yourself 
and look again, and then you see that the skill 
of man, under the wisdom of God, has erected a 
narrow barrier of clay along the banks, which 
for three hundred miles keeps this mighty flood 
within its proper limits, and affords the only pro- 
tection to the inhabitants. Just so it is in regard 
to this tide of emigration from the other conti- 
nent ; if let alone it would spread ths wrecks of 
all the old institutions and the new excesses of 
Europe over the fair face of American society. 
The Bible alone is the Levee that is to protect us, 
and it is sufficient to give us perfect security 
against all the forms of evil that threaten our 
country, 

The above is but a sketch of the eloquent 
speech of the Kentuckian, and will give only a 
faint idea of the impression which it produced, 
and the admiration which it excited in the im- 
mense audience, 

Rev. Dr. Honeson, of Harrisburg, Pa., of the 
Metho list Episcopal church, offered the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Society looks with favor and 
hope on the means adopted by the Board for supply- 
ing our immigrant population with the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. 

He expressed his high gratification at the pros- 
perity of the Society, and its consistent and ener- 
getic advancement in its proper work. It will go 
on and prosper and succeed. He then turned to the 
particular topic of his resolution, the importance 
of supplying emigrants with the Word of Life. 
They are arriving at the rate of a thousand a 
day. More than a million of persons have 
landed on our shores as immigrants within six 
years. He commended the policy of the Society 
in printing the Scriptures in German and English, 
in Danish and English, in Spanish and English, 
in French and English. It so greatly facilitates 
the acquisition by them of the language in which 
the business of the country is and will be 
transacted—in the language which they and their 
children must learn if they will bear an intelli- 
gent and equal part in the business and govern- 
ment of the country. He described the atrocious 
system of transportation to this coantry—scarce- 
ly less remorseless than the slave trade ; and the 
besetments which surround them from the mo- 
ment of landing, boarding-house keepers, trans- 
portation agents, land speculators, political man- 
agers, and especially the trafficers in ardent 
spirit. However Christians may overlook or 
neglect them, or whoever may wish them back 
again to their native land, they are here and will 
determine the destiny of our republic. Many 
are quite ignorant of our institutions, with 
habits formed in conditions of society entirely 
different. Some may have a strong prejudice in 
favor of the organization which they have left. 
They become voters, and hold-the balance of 
power. At any rate, we have large importations 
of infidelity and of gigantic vice. Our national 
tendency to expansion is a ground of alarm, and 
it is not easy to assign limits to our progress. 

But there are bright and cheering signs of 
hope in the providence of God—the discovery of 
this continent, which took place in the very full- 
ness of time. We must see that God has re- 
served this continent for some high object in con- 
nection with the welfare of a fallen but redeemed 
race. The wisdom of Providence is seen in the 
history of the colonies, in the establishment of 
independence, in the formation of our govern- 
ment, in the existence of the Union, the great 
boarding-school of nations, to which the nations 
are sending their sons and daughters for educa- 
tion in the principles of liberty. The man who 
would sever the Union on account of some re- 
maining imperfections in our fabric, must be like 
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him who would blot out the glorious sun in the 
firmament because of the spots on itsdisk. It is 

worthy of notice, in how short a time, in gene- 

ral, the foreign mind brought to our shores be- 

comes assimilated to the American mind. The 

circulation of the Scriptures is the main reliance 

for all these results. The higher considerations, 

of the spiritual and “eternal interests of these 

millions, are our chief motive and impulse. Mul- 

titudes of these immigrants never read the Word 

of God in their native land. We give them the 

Bible in their native tongue, in which they were 

born. Many of them are in conditions of suf- 

fering and misery, in which they need the conso- 

lations of the Gospel. Sickness, want, death 

among them—all are not here that embarked 

together. We are attracted by the strangeness 

of their costume and manners, and perhaps smile 

at their oddity, not heeding that there is the new- 

made widow, the weeping and helpless orphans, 

some wife and mother who has come over at the 

word of her husband, because he has found a 
home for his family, and finds that he is dead. 

The Bible Society puts in their hand the precious 
Word of consolation, and guides her children in 

the way they should go. 

Joux THompsox, Esq., of Poughkeepsie, was 
introduced to the assembly, and offered the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved—That the Bible, in its letter and spirit, 
furnishes the best of all standards by which to 
test the numerous theories of the day for improv- 
ing the condition and prospects of the race. 

In support of this resolution, he called to mind 
the recent movements in Europe against national 
and monarchical oppression. Everywhere, man 
demands freedom as his right from God. No 
longer bows the serf to his willing toil, consent- 
ing to his state of servitade. Everywhere, man 
questions and denies the law of bondage. But 
afew months ago, we beheld, all over Europe, 
the groaning millions raising their voices like the 
sound of many waters, and kings fled fugitives 
along the highways. Over France, Germany, 
and Hungary, armed men rushed forth to strike 
for life and liberty. But we have seen the power 
lost by despots, gradually regained—tyranuy 
decimate and crush the forces of the free, till 
Europe is scarcely better than when Louis 
Philippe was on his throne and Pio IX dosed 
quietly within the walls of the castle of St. An- 
gelo. 

The speaker proceeded to enquire into the 
cause of this failure. The evil existed not in 
outward circumstances, but because they lack 
those convictions of truth which are early 
instilled into the minds of American youth, 
respecting their moral relations to God and 
their fellow men; and they cannot inherit our 
liberty. Immediately connected with this idea 
of human equality, is that of human rights and 
legislation. The clear perception of the moral 
qualities of our fellow man, leads one to deny all 
his assumptions over him. And once thoroughly 
imbibed, it is carried out in all the ramifications 
of jurisprudence—not only in its enactments, but 
in its execution. It throws over the policy of 
human expediency, the panoply of divine right. 
There is no tendency to disorder or licentiousness 
in this. A free Bible makes free men, the world 
over. 

We hear much of the watch-words, Liberty, 
Equality, Fraternity, as the guide of European 
revolutions. Whence arose the idea of Liberty, 
Equality, and Fraternity, as the basis of society 
and of government? Only from the Bible. In 
those highly artificial constructions of society, 
where the people are ranged in ranks, higher and 
lower, and separted by metes and bounds of per- 
petual distinction, how is the sense of superi- 
ority on the one hand, and the sense of inferior- 
ity on the other, to be overcome and made to 
give place to the idea of universal equality be- 
fore the law? Can the change grow out of the 
progress of society, the advance of civiliza- 
tion? Let China, India, Egypt, come up as 
witnesses to show how the progress of civili- 
zation grows up to Liberty and Equality. No, 
sir, the doctrine of human equality grows only 
out of the sense of our common and equal re- 
lations to God, as the children of his family 
and the subjects of his law. Though a man 
wears the peasant’s garb a: ! pursues the peae- 
ant’s toil, or serves at another’s board, before 
God’s law, as set forth in God’s Word, he is a 
man, and has the same responsibility and the 
same right with any other man. The first idea 
of humane quality is an emanation of the Bible. 
How widely this differs from the theories of so- 
cialism, built upon the idea of human perfecti- 
bility, by improvement without conversion. 

Having obtained this fundamental idea of Hu- 
man Rights, a man cannot but see and feel that the 
maintenance of these inequalities by the govern- 
ment (whether it be despotic or otherwise), is a 
great legal wrong; and he becomes a reformer 
by the law of his position. He must protest, 
with Knox and Sidney, or rebel with Cromwell, 
and Washington, and Kossuth. He will dig 
down the bulwarks of caste, and trample the 
forms and franchises of exclusiveness under his 
feet. 

It is said that all the ancient republics degener- 
ated and ended in despotism; but where w.s 
there found the Christian element in their socie- 
ty, molding their constitution, directing their ju- 
risprudence, governing their policy * In their 
oath of fidelity they appealed only to gods which 
all the intelligent men among them knew to bea 
lie. And if the republics of antiquity perished, 
did not the old monarchies go down, too? Is 
not mutability marked on all the works of man? 
Revolutions based upon Christian principles 
would be peaceful, and work serenely to an ap- 
propriate result. Having a just appreciation of 
human rights, and a definite object to attain, 
which limits them to their proper bounds, they 
cannot be lost in the confusion of anarchy. This 
element, diffused in European society, would 
control the excesses, and cure the deep wrongs, 
from which revolutions follow revolutions, 
springing up as it were from their ownashes. In 
Europe, revolutions are too frequently actuated 
by the vagaries of philosophers, or the dreams 
of priests. Over this infernal vortex Europe is 
now sailing, nearing the boiling center at each 
turn. Europe can never see emancipation until 
its principles of equality are more clearly under- 
stood—until man discerns his own individual re- 
sponsibility. Without these, what would have 
become of the American Revolution? Bunker 
Hill would have been its last battle-field—its 
monument, marked in the place of its doom. 
Constitutions and charters are well enough, but 
the Bible is the great charter upon which man 
must erect the structure of his social rights. 
We can only become liberty propagandists by 
first being Bible propagandists. But the Bible 
needs no eulogy. Christianity has written it— 
written it in the dethronement of gods—in the 
ivy-covered dilapidation of the Coliseam—the 
broken fetter and tenantless dungeon—on the 
wing of commerce and the smiles of labor—in 
the health of prayer and the song of praise—all 
record her goings forth and indicate her glory. 
And-when upon every sea her streamers shall 
float, then is fulfilled her destination, by trans- 
forming the kingdoms of this world into the 
kingdoms of His dear Son. 

Rev. Mr. Wier, a Hungarian exile, long an 
agent of the British and Foreign Bible Society in 
his own country, but now banished on account 
of his efforts for his country’s liberty, rose to 
second Mr. Thompson's resolution, and proceed- 
ed for about ten minutes to deliver a most elo- 
quent speech in the German tongue. The reporter 
would not undertake to spell the words, nor even 
to understand a single sentence; but the speak- 
ing eye, the lighted features, the towering ma- 
jesty of person, the earnest and impassioned 
tones of the voice, the forceful and commanding 
gesticulation, were eloquent beyond all our ordi- 
nary conceptions of oratory. 

When Mr. Wramen closed his eloquent ad- 
dress, which was seen with deep interest by the 
audience, who could not understand a word, it 
was one o'clock, the hour at which the meetings 
of the Society are generally closed. Rev. Pro- 
fessor Tariock, of Williams College, was intro- 
duced, and offered the following resolution in the 
vernacular tongue: J . 











Resolved, That the great need of the heathen world 
is the Bible, and the great duty of the Christian world 
to supply that need. 

Man is a needy being by his very nature, and 
his greatest needs are those which belong to his 
spiritual and immortal nature. He is a sinner, 
and that is a fact which governs every other. 
The heathen world need something that all can 
see and all must admit. Oceupying the gardens 
of the earth, they are miserablein their lives and 
miserable in their deaths. Shall we send them 
schoolmasters* Shall we open to them new 
sources of physical enjoyment, or new means of 
increased wealth and splendor? If you would 
change the yellow leaf and shrivelled fruit, you 
must dig about the roots of the tree, and there 
apply your remedies. For the wants and mis- 
eries of the heathen world, the Bible is the great 
remedy. It expands and ennobles the intellect. 
All the great works of art in modern times are 
due tothe Bible. Civil liberty can only follow 
in the train of the Bible, and live under its in- 
fluence. Send the Bible to any portion of the 
earth, and “liberty to every captive” will soon 
be proclaimed. In all the heathen world there 
is not one HOME, in the sense which we attach 
to the word—no father, no mother, no brother or 
sister. Without homes there can be no thorough 
cultivation of the social affections, no domestic 
purity and peace. Give them the Bible, and wo- 
man, from being a slave of man, becomes his 
companion, his wife, the mother of his children. 
If the Bible is the great need, no Christian man 
needs an argument to show him his duty to sup- 
ply the need: It is mortifying to hear the state- 
ment that there are $17,000 now due to the hea- 
then, which ought to have been paid last year. 


THURSDAY BVENING. 


AMERICAN TEMPERANCE UNION, 


The Fourteenth Anniversary of this Society 
was held at the Broadway Tabernacle on Thurs- 
day evening, May 9th, and was attended by an 
immense and enthusiastic audience. Chancellor 
Walworth was inthe chair. Prayer was offered, 
and the Annual Report read by the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, Rev. John Marsh. Together with 
other things the report referred to the extension 
of prohibitory laws against the liquor traffic; to 
the success of Father Mathew’s labors, especial- 
ly among his own countrymen ; to the increased 
patronage bestowed on the publications of the 
Society ; to the growing order of the Sons of 
Temperance, which already numbers 300,000 
members ; and to the efforts in progress for the 
formation of a Life Insurance Company on total 
abstinence principles ; as furnishing evidence of 
progress during the year. It also contained 
some interesting statements concerning the state 
and progress of the cause in foreign countries. 

Aiter the reading of the report, Rev. J. C. 
Warren offered the following Resolution, which 
was seconded and supported in an address by 
Rev. Dr. Dowling of this city. 

Reselved, That the Report of the Exeeutive Com- 


mittee be accepted, printed, and circulated, with 
such documents as may illustrateits main positions. 


D:. D. said it was pleasant to see around him 
so many who were concerned in the first Tempe- 
rance movements in this country, This Society 
has now had a somewhat long life. Since its 
organization there have sprung up village socie- 
ties all over the land Washingtonian Total Absti- 
nence societies, Martha Washingtonian societies, 
Rechabites, Sons of Temperance, &c.; but this 
American Temperance Union is the mother of 
them all. He felt that as a clergyman he was 
greatly indebted to this Society. Clergymen are 
often called to make temperance addresses in 
various parts of the country; and to what, sir, 
do we appeal as our text book? To the reports 
of this Society embodied in the book entitled 
“Permanent Temperance Documents.” If the 
American Temperance Union had done nothing 
but give them to the world, it would not have 
existed in vain. 

I don’t see, continued Dr. D., how any minis 

ter can be slow to enlist hand and soul in the 
Temperance cause. We can many of us remem- 
ber the time when the majority of those who 
were expelled from our churches for dishonoring 
their profession were persons who indulged in 
too free use of intoxicating drinks. Not more 
than thirty years ago a company of ministers 
could not meet for ecclesiastical purposes with- 
out their brandy. On the ecclesiastical societies’ 
account books of that period, may now be found 
such items as rum, brandy, &c., which were 
purchased for the entertainment of ministers, 
met for the ordinagjon of a pastor, or for other 
ecclesiastical business. I well recollect, said Dr. 
D., that twenty years ago, when I first com- 
menced preaching in England, nothing was more 
common than for the deacon or elder to go to the 
vestry room immediately after service, and take 
a bottle of spiritous liquors from a little drawer 
in one corner of the room, and without so much 
as asking whether he would drink, give it to the 
officiating clergyman. 1n 1832, I preached in the 
Congregational church at Whitney, England ; 
three times the same day, and at the close of 
each service the good deacon gave me a glass of 
wine. In customs of this sort we see why so 
many young men of seeming promise in the 
ministry have gone down to the drunkard’s dis- 
honored grave. One I well remember. He was 
thought to be a man of eminent piety, but the 
wine glass met him when he left the pulpit; and 
on Monday, as he went to visit his people, the 
poisoned cup was placed to his lips; and as a 
consequence he became a drunkard, and was 
excluded from the church. The last I heard of 
him was, that in a fit of intoxication he had 
fallen down stairs and killed himself. As minis- 
ters, Dr. D. felt that members of his profession 
were bound to speak well of this cause. In a 
recent conversation with the Secretary of this 
Society, he had been told that one of the greatest 
obstacles in the way of the progress of tempe- 
rance, is found in the maintenance of drinking 
usages among the fashionable, or what are called, 
the higher classes of society. This must be 
broken up. Remember, you who are clinging to 
these usages, that you are doing much to destroy 
all the good which the efforts in bebalf of Tem- 
perance have accomplished. And here, said Dr. 
D., lam reminded of a story which Col. Trum- 
bull, the historian of Connecticut, tells of one 
Zachary, a Chief of the Mohegan tribe. He had 
been a great drunkard, and Mr. T. says he came 
to the resolution not to drink any more, because 
he stood next in succession to the Chieftainship. 
On one occasion, while at Hartford, Zachary was 
invited to the house of Col. Trambull’s father, 
and the Colonel, who was yet a boy, thought he 
would try the strength of the Indian’s resolution. 
Accordingly he took from his father’s cellar some 
fine ale and offered it to him. The Chief fixed 
his eye upon him, and said, “ Young man, you 
know not what you do. You know what! have 
been, and that if I were now to drink, I should 
become what I cnce was. I want to give you 
one word of advice—never tempt a man to break 
a good resolution.” Now, young ladies, among 
those who partake of your hospitality, there are 
many, doubtless, who have been saved from the 
horrors of intemperance by the restraining infla- 
ence of the pledge, and I beg you to remember 
the words of the Indian. 

A Mohammedan legend has it that once a Mus- 
sulman mother said to a dissolute son, “I want 
you, my son, every time you commit a vicious 
act, to drive a nail in the ceiling of your roo.a, 
and every time you perform a virtuous deed, to 
pull one out.” The young man went on in his 
evil courses until the ceiling was full of nails. 
They were constant monitors ; and at last he re- 
solved to do better—and then one by one the 
nails came out till all were gone. He went to his 
mother, and with a great deal of satisfaction told 
her the nails were all out. “But,” replied the 
mother, “the prints of the nails are there.” 
Young ladies, when you see around you gifted 
young men who have once been on the brink of 
that Ruin which intemperance produces, remem- 
ber the prints of the nails are there. 

Dr. Justin Edwards, of Andover, then offered 
the following resolution, which was seconded 
and advocated by W. H. Burleigh, the Represen- 
tative of the N. Y. State Society. 








. intoxicating prey ha a po ae a = scourge 
by lose Ia ‘is morally and crilly ; and that 
the people have a right and should claim the right to 
protection from its evils. 

For most of what I know concerning the phi- 
losophy of the evils growing out of the traffic in 
intoxicating liquors, said Mr. B., I am_ indebted 
to Dr. Edwards, the author of the “ Permanent 
Temperance Documents.” It is affirmed that this 
traffic is the scourge of our country. Our coun- 
try is scourged then, is itt By what? Is it by 
the pestilence that walketh in darkness * Nay, 
were it thus, nothing would remain to us but 
Christian resignation and prayer to God for the 
staying of the evil. It is rather by the destruc- 
tion that wasteth at noon-day; it is by some- 
thing open and palpable, and we can apply the 
remedy. We can roll back the fiery wave of 
Ruin which in its progress is blighting and de- 
stroying all that comes in its way. It is not the 
Cholera, which can only kill the body—it is that 
which destroys both soul and body. Mr. B. pro- 
ceeded at considerable length and with much elo- 
quence to speak of the ruin to body, mind, and 
heart, consequent upon the use of spirituous li- 
quors, and concluded by asserting the right and 
duty of the people to demand the prohibition ofa 
traffic which is the source of so much evil. 

Wm. E. Dodge, Esq., one of the Executive 
Committee of the Society, offered and supported 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the vast influx of a foreign popula- 
tion demands a generous contribution from the friends 
of Temperance, that they may be abandantly sup- 
plied with tracts and papers, and restrained from in- 


dulgences alike ruinous to themselves and our com- 
mon country. 


I presume, said Mr. D., that one feeling has 
pervaded this assembly, as we have listened to 
the graphic description of the evils of intemper- 
ance, given by the gentleman who has just taken 
his seat; and that there is on the part of all a 
full conviction of the importance of staying their 
progress. As we look over our vast country, 
with its resources scarcely begun to be develop- 
ed, and then upon the countries of Europe, 
crowded with half-supported inhabitants ; as we 
remember the increasing facilities for emigration 
to this country, and the thousands on thousands 
constantly coming; as we remember too the 
gauntlet of temptation they must run when they 
set foot on our shores, we feel that something 
must be done to save them from the jaws of the 
tempter, and send them to their new homes in the 
West with temperance principles and temperate 
habits. How has what has been already done 
been accomplished * Through the press,— 
through the agency of our periodicals, tracts, &c. 
We ask you therefore to give us the means to 
spread broadcast intelligence on this subject—to 
tell every emigrant when he touches our shores, 
that poison is as plenty in this country as any- 
thing else, and that the true path to a home in the 
far West, is the path of total abstinence from all 
that can intoxicate. We may come here and 
speak year after year, but without means are 
durnished, all else will be in vain. I have come 
here, said Mr. D., at the request of the Executive 
Committee, to say that we need funds. At the 
close of Mr. D.’s remarks, a collection was taken 
up. 

T. B. Segur, Esq. of N. J. then offered the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the glory of our nation consists in 
its virtue; and that the continued sacrifice of talent, 
wealth, private and domestic peace and public good 
on the altar of Intemperance, should alarm every 
citizen, and be boldly resisted among all classes and 
jn every portion of our great Republic. 

This resolution, the Secretary said, was to 
have been advocated by Senator Houston, from 
Texas, who had promised to be here; but about 
three hours since a telegraphic dispatch was re- 
ceived stating that he was unable to leave Wash- 
ington. 

“ The Indian Family” were now introduced and 
sung in beautiful strains “ The Indian’s Lament ;” 
after which Rev. Geo. Copway was called for and 
spoke as follows. I am glad to see the zeal of 
the pale faces in this great cause of Temperance. 
{ read in your histories of the time when all this 
land was in the possession of my fathers; when 
the fires burned brightly in their wild homes, and 
the merry songs of their children were constant- 
ly heard. What is it that has now come over 
the wigwam of the Indian? What has damp- 
ened his fireside, and hushed the songs of his 
children? . It is the fire-water. The white man 
who speaks by the lightning ; who harnesses the 
fires of the Great Spirit, and makes them his 
swift messengers, gave fire-water to the Indian, 
and when I think that he was so wise as to make 
ardent spirits I am sorry he knew so much. But 
perhaps I might rather charge the devil with the 
invention, for | doubt not that the white man is 
ashamed to own it is his. 

I remember well the 16 years of my life spent 
with my people in the woods—during all which 
time there was nothing but continual scenes of 
broiling and bloodshed. Year after year, before 
the missionary came, the poor Indians went rap- 
idly down to the drunkard’s grave. But the 
white man came, and made a wall around us to 
keep out intemperance. This wall was the tee- 
total pledge. The hand of the Great Spirit is un- 
der it—the eye of the Great Spirit is over it—the 
arms of the Great Spirit are around it, and it must 
stand. In efforts for the promotion of Temper- 
ance, denominational lines were forgotten. He 
was reminded by this fact, of the story of a man 
who married two or three wives, each of whom 
had three or four children of her own—thus 
bringing two or three families into one. After 
his marriage to the last, some one asked one of 
his children how they got along. 0, said the lit- 
tle fellow, the next morning after father came 
home with our new mother, we were all made to 
stand up in a row around them, and then they 
shook us around and mixed us together so that 
now we don’t know which is which. When he 
saw a true temperance man, whatever might be 
his denominational preferences, he regarded him 
as one of nature’s noblemen. 

After some further remarks, with reference to 
the progress of the temperance cause, Mr. C. 
made a brief appeal in behalf of .the Indian race 
and took his seat. 

The services were concluded with the benedic- 
tion, pronounced by Rev. Dr. Tappan, of Augusta, 
Maine. 
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AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY. 


The 18th annual meeting of this Society was 
held on Thursday evening, May 9th, at the Nor- 
folk-street meeting-house. 

In the absence of Hon. Isaac Davis, the Presi- 
dent, and of all the Vice-Presidents, Rev. Dr. 
Cone, Chairman of the Executive Committee, took 
the chair, and called on Rev. Mr. Booth, of Mich- 
igan, to read the 19th Psalm—* The heavens de- 
clare the glory of the Lord,” &c. 

The choir then sang the following 


PRAYER FOR MORE LABORERS. 
Through many climes, o’er many lands, 
How wide the growing harvest spreads ! 
But few the men, and weak the hands, 
To reap where heaven its bounty sheds. 
O Thou, whose matchless love and power, 
Thy sovereign counsels onward bear, 
Raise up, in this important hour, 
A sacred host, the work to share. 
bar ego poy mountain hight, 
e minds on whi grace hath sh 
Richly imbue with holy li A ny 
‘And cousserate them all thy owe. 
With knowledge fraught, and hallowed 
May they the cross of Gane” 
From realm to realm, trom shore to shore, 
Till earth shall bless his saving name. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. A. D. Gillette, of 
Philadelphia. 
John P. Crozier, Esq., of Pennsylvania, one of 
the Vice-Presidents, arrived and took the chair. 
An abstract of the Annual Report of the Exe- 
cutive Board was read by Rev. B. M. Hill, Cor- 
responding Secretary. After an expression of 
gratitude to God for his mercies, he stated the 
general objects of the Society. Among the num- 
ber of members and friends who have finished 
their work during the year was enumerated the 
name of “Father Peck,” as he was familiarly 
called. None of the missionaries fell before the 
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pestilence, although several fields of labor were 
much afflicted. Lesacies have been received 
from eleven estates. he Home Mission Record, 
issued monthly, more than pays its cost. The 
following is an abstract of the Society's 
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FINANCIAL AFFAIRS. 


The Treasurer's Report exhibits receipts from differ- 


ent sources for the year ending April Ist, 1850, to 
the amount of $26,443 52 


Which with the balance on hand April Ist, 3,925 55 
Makes the total amount of available means 


of the Society for the past year, $30,369 07 


The total amount of disbursements during 


the same period is 25,403 46 
—< bal. in the hands of the Treas. of 4,965 61 
The liabilities of the Society on the first 

day of April were 
And its available resources were 


Showing a balance against the Society of $14,356 77 

To provide for this balance, and the new and in- 
creasing liabilities of the coming year, the new Board 
will be entirely dependent upon the future liberality 
of the patrons of the Society; but we have greatcon- 
fidence that the friends of Home Missions will not 
fail to sustain the Board in their efforts to carry out 
the important object of our ization—* to pro- 
mote the preaching of the Gospel in North America.” 

Of the amount received, $25,201 09 were in direct 
contributions to the treasury; showing an increase 
over the receipts of the same character last year of 
$4,324 45, besides $647 43 for the Home Mission 


23,821 38 
9,464 61 


Of the amount of liabilities, $5,987 14 fall due in 
the months of April, May and June, and will be needed 
at regular periods by the missionaries to whom it be- 
comes due. This amount exceeds the cash balance 
in the treasury more than $1000. 

The proper cultivation of so large a field re- 
quires resources far greater than have ever been 
realized. It is highly desirable that contributions 
be made at the beginning of the year, to enable 
the Board to embrace opportunities which other- 
wise may be lost, as such have been lost in times 
past. The labors of the Society have been ex- 
tended, in Canada, California, New Mexico, Min- 
nesota and Texas, as openings have appeared. 


SUMMARY OF LABORS AND RESULTS. 
The number of agents and missionaries who have 


labored during the past year, under the commission. 


of the Society, is 118. Of these, 77 were in commis- 
sion at the time of making up our last annual report, 
and 41 are new appointments. From four of the lat- 
ter number no reports have been received, they not 
being due till after the first of April. There are also 
13 others under appointment, not enumerated in the 
above, as the time for commencing their labors is on 
or after the first of April, which is the period to which 
our accounts are all made up. Ten ministers who 
were under appointment last year need no further aid 


from the Society, their churches being able to support 


them. 

The whole number of States, Territories, and Pro- 
vinees occupied is 17. The number of stations sup- 
plied is 338. The aggregate amount of time bestowed 
upon those stations is equal to that of one man for 81 
years. 


The missionaries report the baptism of 949 persons, 


the organization of 33 churches, and the ordination 
of 30 ministers. 

Six houses of worship have been completed, and 
seven commenced by the churches under their care; 
and those churches have contributed to the usual 


objects of Christian benevolence $2,732 58, and about 


$16,000 for the support of the ministry among them- 


selves, besides the building and repairing of their 


church edifices. 


Since the formation of the Society, 1432 ministers 
of the Gospel have received its commission ; they have 
jointly performed 1231 years of labor; baptized 
18,279 persons, organized 706 churches, and ordained 


342 ministers. 

Reinforcements are called for in all parts of 
the field. In some portions competent ministers 
are obtained with little difficulty ; but in other 
places, requiring peculiar experience and ability, 
there is a hanging back of those who are spe- 
cially qualified, and might find the highest pros- 
pects of usefulness. 

Prof. J. H. Raymond, of Madison University, 
offered a resolution, that the stirring events which 
have signalized the history of the past year, and 
all the signs of the times, pregnant with events 
still more amazing, are fitted to animate and en- 
courage this Society in its great work. Work ! 
We are assembled here fora higher purpose than 
merely to talk and hear—we have work in hand. 
It is a pity that any should go to our anniversa- 
ries, as one would go to a feast, to be filled with 
dainties, and indulge in the perilous and profitless 
excitement of religious sentimentality, and go 
away, neither humbled forthe past, nor strength- 
ened for the future. It is only by work that we 
can become the worthy children of God, who is 
the Great Worker, and worketh all and in all, 
and hath chosen his people unto good works. 
This Society has a great work, which entitles it 
to live in this world of labor. In reflecting on 
this work. it appears to me to be in peculiar har- 
mony with the spirit of our age, as an age of 
action. The commission under which we act is 
noticeable for the comprehensive significance of 
its terms, becoming more manifest in the advance- 
ment of the world. Go—Preach—these are ad- 
dressed to our leading attributes, locomotiveness 
and the faculty of speech. The first we have in 
common with the animal creation ; but the other 
raises us infinitely above the denizens of the field 
and the forest. The Savior forbids us to be sat- 
isfied with mere growth, in selfish and incommu- 
nicable piety, but to live lives of action, and of 
thought and feeling. We must have the spirit 
of the Gospel, and then we can diffuse its influ- 
ence. The apostles understood this command, 
and their lives were its best exposition. They 
are dead, but the Gospel remains, and we are re- 
quired to be feet to it, and a tongue to give it 
utterance. And itis worthy of note, that these 
two faculties are just those to which the dis- 
coveries and improvements of the age have given 
the greatest facilities. The fleetness ot the wind 
has become a tame figure in our day. They in- 
crease the power to GO, and to PREACH to 
every creature. 


The enlargement of the Home Mission field has 
given peculiar importance to the work of this So- 
ciety. At first, Ohio seemed to fill and crowd 
our vision and absorb our resources. But yes- 
terday we began to talk about entering the terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, and lowa was a name unheard 
of ; and now each of them has become a great 
State, and each absorbs an eiguth part of your 
efforts. The grand resultant of the heterogenous 
men and influences which have flowed into the 
valley of the West, is to be the consolidation of 
our national character. And then those new- 
born States on the shores of the Pacific, nations 
born ina day! Especially California, springing 
mature in every attribute from the brain of this 
nation ; there she sits, the queen of a new com- 
merce, the pride of the Pacific. God grant that 
the power of a pure Gospel may fill all her veins. 
Only two years ago, to get a letter to a missiona- 
ry in Oregon, you had to take a chance ship go- 
ing round Cape Horn and by the way of the 
Sandwich Islands. What should we have thought 
of the sanity of our worthy Secretary, if he had 
predicted that in twenty-four months, we should 
send letters in large mail-bags to the State of Ca- 
lifornia, (State de jure, and soon to be, I trust, a 
State de facto,) in splendid United States steam- 
ers, maintaining a semi-monthly intercourse with 
more than a hundred thousand American citizens. 
We have come to the end of the world. We have 
found the Ultima Thule. The streams of emigra- 
tion have reached their limit, and are now pour- 
ing into the original fountain heads. The 


streams will be streams no longer, but must| 


HYMN FOR THE Wes . 


Lo! where the Mississippi rolls 
Its western valleys o'er, 

So thither flows the tide of souls 
From Europe’s distant shore. 


But ah! how dark its turbid flow 
With sin and error’s stain! 
See how it spreads a flood of woe, 
O’er each extended plain! 
O Christian, hail the favored hour, 
The Gospel’s truth to bear; 
Cast o’er the flood the cleansing power, 
there. 
to that spreading, living sea, 
brightness given ; 
its face reflected be 
The rising light of heaven. 





A collection was then taken for the Society, 

and the Secretary urged a particularly liberal 

contribution, with particular reference to the out- 

fit of two missionaries about to depart for Cali- 

fornia. 

Rev. Howard Malcom, D. D., of Philadelphia, 

offered-a resolution on the value of the Society as 
ameans of fulfilling our duties as Christians and 
as Baptists. He spoke of the natural tendency 

in these meetings to make the one then present 

object the chiefest of all. It-was not under such 
an influence that he believed this one to be the 
chief. It is the only one of all our benevolent 
societies which was founded by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He never formed a Tract Society, nor a 
Sunday School, but he established a Home Mis- 
sion. He evidently designed that Christianity 
should spread. We have lost sight of that, 
and overleaped mountains and oceans to reach 
the ends of the earth, in violation of the maxim 
of common human prudence, that no wise gener- 
al should leave a dangerous fortress in his rear. 
It is remarkable that the Home Mission work 
meets with no opposition, even from those Anti- 
Mission Baptists who stand against all our Tracts 
and Sabbath schools, and Foreign Missions. He 
showed how essential! this Society is to the work, 
in addition to the work of State Conventions.— 
He dwelt on the lack of wisdom in much which 
has been done by local efforts. A great State 
like New York may get along, but what shall 
become of new States, or those where the cause 
is feeble* He believed we had spread our 
thoughts too far abroad, and it is time we should 
look to ourselves, and concentrate our attention. 
We have dwelt so much upon our objects, and 
not upon our duties. We go to a meeting, as we 
go to a fire, because we can witness an exciting 
scene, while the firemen take care of the fire. 
Our Heavenly Father holds US answerable to put 
forth our efforts. We must look at ourselves. 
There may be the blood of souls in our skirts, 
and we know it not. How shall we know whe- 
ther we are deficient in duty? We shall never 
see our churches filled with calm and happy 
Christians until each one has settled it for him 
self, deliberately, on his knees, how much it is 


of all his income or profits he ought to give. Let 
him do that, and give on system and on principle, 
and then he can tread his rich carpets, and sur- 
vey himself in his broad mirrors, without one 
Lord’s money. He will then feel satisfied that 
rest is all his own, He had practiced this him- 
self, and was now aatisfied that what he had 
saved he hada right to possess. And he had 
seen nothing of late so encouraging as that the 
American Tract Society has been moved to pro- 
cure and publish three such able tracts on this 
subject of Systematic Benevolence. He had 
seen 80 many men ruined in piety by becoming 
rich. And he had seen others, all the while 
growing rich, and yet always calm, spiritual and 
happy Christians. Talk about what God can do 
—God cannot contradiet himself, and he never 
wrought a miracle as a substitute for duty. If 
we neglect missionary effort, we frustrate the ob- 
ject of our conversion. 

There are considerations which press upon my 
heart as a Baptist. One is, that we are bound to 
do our fair share of the work for our country in 
providing the means of salvation, There are 
sections where the people, for one consideration, 
have strong preferences for Baptist institutions, 
When I was in Kentucky, said Mr. M., the ven- 
erable Dr. Smrru, the bishop of the Episcopalian 
church, came to me and said, “Sir, you are at 
the head of a college and have twenty young 
men under your care, training for the ministry, 
and I Jay it upon you to make provision for our 
mountain counties. I have visited every county, 
and [ know there are large sections where no 
minister of the Gospel can have a candid hear- 
ing unless he is a Baptist.” Bigotry is quite as 
strong among the uncivilized as among Chris- 
uians. Indeed Dr. M did not think a good Chris- 
tian could be bigoted. But the ungodly are tena- 
cious of their denominational preferences, they 
wish to have such preaching as their fathers o1 
mothers enjoyed. A third and peculiar reason 
which presses upon Baptists, in my opinion, is 
that no others than Baptists can possibly ever be- 
come the universal church. He was not bigoted 
in holding this sentiment, but adopted it from ob- 
servation. If I have a particle of bigotry in my 
soul, said he, I am the most self-deceived of men. 
Two years I traveled from the Gulf of Mexico 
to Canada, in establishing the American Sunday 
School Union, and mingled in the counsels and 
ate at the tables, and slept under the roofs of too 
many sorts of people, and found too much real 
goodness among all denominations of Christians, 
to be bigotted. And afterward I was three years 
abroad and visited above eighty missionary sta- 
tions of all sorts, and I saw there too much of 
good among them all to be bigotted. 

No Pedo-baptist denomination could become 
the universal church because, when it had thus 
baptized all the children in infancy, the distinc- 
tion between the church and the world is blotted 
out, otherwise it has to be done over again. In- 
fant Baptism is the plague spot of the church. 
Look at the scene of Luther’s labors, now over- 
run with infidelity; not a rood added to its ex- 
tent. Every evil that Luther attacked gave way 
before him, but he spared Infant Baptism, and 
that has brought about a state of things not a 
whit better than Romanism. I do not believe, 
said Dr. M., that I am actuated by bigotry in 
taking this view. Of what account is it to me, 
whether the world in the Millenium be all Bap- 
tists or Pedo-baptists. After I am laid cold in my 
coffin, and buried beyond the reach of morta! 
eyes, how is it to affect me? Not at all. But, 
said he, it would not be safe, in the present state 
of piety among us, for God to pour a whole world 
into our bosom. We have not as a denomina- 
tion that expansion and elevation of piety, which 
would fit us to enjoy that honor orto receive that 
trust. 

The exercises were closed at twenty minutes 
before 10 o'clock, with singing and the benedic- 
tion. 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 


— 


MEETING FOR THE AMERICAN BOARD. 


A meeting in behalf of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions was held 
at the Broadway Tabernacle, on Friday, May 
10th, at 10 o'clock, A.M. Hon. Tusoporse Fae- 
LINGHUYSEN, President, in the chair. Prayer by 
Rev. Dr. Hamner, of Baltimore. Singing by the 
congregation, Prof. Hastines, leader. 


Grent God! the nations of the earth 
Are by creation thine ; 

And in thy works, by all beheld, 
Thy power and glory shine. 


But, Lord, thy greater love has sent 
Thy gospel to mankind ; 

Unveiling what rich stores of grace 
Are treasured in thy mind. 


Oh, when shall these glad tidings spread 
The spacious earth around, 
Till every tribe and every soul 

Shall hear the joyful sound ? 


Smile, Lord, on each divine attempt 
To spread the Gospel’s rays, 

And build on Sin’s demolished throne 
A temple to thy praise. 





expand into lakes, and ere long must become a | 
great ocean of humanity surrounding the globe. | 
The time has come when we cannot draw the 
line of distinction we have been accustomed to 
draw between Home and Foreign Missions. The 
terms will remain, as a matter of convenience ; 
but the work is one, and the field is the world. 
The following hymn was given out by Rev, 
Mr. Howell, a returned missionary from Bur- 


mah :— 


The President delivered a brief address on the 
value of the Gospel as the means of spreading 
and securing liberty of conscience and civil free- 
dom, And it is to extend this blessing to all the | 
world, that God has graciously given us this em- 
inence. He dwelt on our prosperity and suc- 
cess, as a motive to effort for sending abroad the 
Gospel light. The fitness of our agency is seen 
in the advantage which our position gives to 
every missionary when he goes to the nations 
as the almoner of American benevolence, the 
representative of American piety, t0 Carry to 
others that Gospel to which our own nation is 
so entirely indebted. We are to stand by the 
truth ; and even should it overthrow thrones and 
subvert dynasties, while we lament human suf- 
fering, we must rejoice in God’s works of dread- 
ful righteousness. The reign of oppression must 
have an end; and we cannot but say, “Let it 
come,” 





his duty to give—how many cents on the dollar 


misgiving fear that they are bought with the 


he has taken out all the Lord’s portion, and the 


Rev. D. B. Cor, District Secretary, read a brie; 
statement of the movements of the Society, eon. 
mencing with a notice of the death of Hon. S,y. 
veL T. ArmsTrona, for seventeen years a mem- 
ber, and six years Chairman of the Prudential 
Committee, who spent the very last hour oj his 
life in presiding, with his wonted calmness and 
wisdom, at a meeting of the Committee, and wa, 
then suddenly called to his reward. The sy). 
stance of the statement is as follows 


Daring the year, two ordained missionaries ang fir 
assistant missionaries have also rested from tt “ 
labors. 
Four ordained missionaries and eight assistan; mi 
sionaries have left this country for the foreign field 
and eight assistant missionaries have joined the eats 
ral missions among the Indians of this country ; 
Three missionaries and two assistant missionaries 
who were in this country a year ago, have returned t 
their stations. : 
Five missionaries and one missionary physician ar 
now under appointment, and will soon enter yy. 
their labors. - 
Eight months have elapsed since the Pr 
Committee sent forth, in their annual re 
peal for thirty-eight new laborers to sustain exis;i;,, 
missions, and these six individuals are al] who have 
yet responded to that appeal by the offer of themsely.. 
for this service. = 
The receipts to the Treasury of the Board, durin, 
the nine months which have elapsed of the current 
financial year, have been $187,609 83, which exceed 
the receipts of the corresponding months of the pr “ 
vious year, by $9,331 93. A proportionate jn seaes 
during the remaining three montbs, will make th 
total receipts of the present year, $260,897 6x Tl 
this amount should be received, and the expenditures 
should be equal to those of the last year, the debt : 
the close of the year will amount to 834.994 77. 
Several of the missions have enjoyed during the 
ae of refreshing from the presence of thy 


udentia] 
port, an ap 


bt 


The mission in Southern Africa, which for many 
years encountered the most disheartening obstacles 
and which was once actually abandoned, has at Jeno.) 
enjoyed a gracious visitation of the Spirit, and a latoer 
number of accessions to the Church have been mais 
during the last year than during the thirteen previoy, 
years, since the mission was established. ‘The fin,. 
ing hearts of our missionary brethren have been ed 
vived, and they say in their last report, just received 
“ The day, we believe, is dawning. The shadows (} at 
have been long and so gloomily hanging over this 
land, shall soon flee away. 

The Tamil missions, though severely tried by sick 
ness and death among their members, have enjoved 
some tokens of the Divine favor. ‘The seminary at Pa. 
sumalie, in the Madura mission, bas been visited by the 
special influences of the Spirit, and ten or twelve 
young men have been hopefully converted, who may 
ere long become heralds of salvation to their by night d 
countrymen. - 

When we assembled here a year ago, intelligence 
had just been received that God was pouring out his 
Spirit in a wonderful manner upon the Nestorian 
mission. 

To-day we are permitted to rejoice and thank God 
for tidings of another similar visitation of mercy t, 
that favored field. A few lines of a letter from’ tho 
Rev. Mr. Cochran, will show the state of things there 
when the work had been in progress less than ty 
weeks : 

: Turkish rule has at length been established in the 
Koordish mountains, and the power of the persecut 
ing patriarch being effectually crushed, the Mount in 
Nestorians are again brought within our reach 

At Mosul, where so many of our missionaries haye 
found a grave, the seed sown by those devoted ser 
vants of God, seven years ago, has at leneth spran , 
up, and is bearing fruit to eternal life. A missioners 
has been sent to occupy this promising field . 

During the past year the churches of the Arme 
nian Mission have had rest, and walking in the fear 
of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost 
have been multiplied. Throughout Asiatic Tur. 
key a spirit of inquiry has been awakened in a)| 
the principal cities and towns visited by our mis. 
sionaries. There are individuals who boldly ayow 
their dissatisfaction with the Armenian Churel 
and desire to know the way of life more perfectly. 

Signs of spiritual life are beginning to appear in 
the Greek Church at Constantinople, and the Turk- 
ish government has shown its determination to pro 
tect the members of that communion who are dis- 
posed to embrace the Protestant faith 
Of the progress of the work in Syria and the 
Sandwich Islands, you will hear from members of 
those Missions, who are present and will address 
you. 

But while God has so signally prospered some of 
the missions, to others the past year has been one 
of severe trial. This is true especially of the Boy 
neo Mission, in which missionary operations have 
been for the present suspended. The two brethren 
who have labored so long and faithfully in that 
difficult field, have been compelled by the failure of 
their health to return to this country, and are wit! 
us to-day. We regret that they are too feeble t 
make the appeal which they would rejoice to 1 
in behalf of the poor Pyaks, whom they hay: 
with none to point them to a crucified Kedeemey 
There are now under the care of the Board 2 
missions, embracing 104 stations, 163 ordained mis 
sionaries, 8 physicians not ordained, and 
assistants from this country Associated \ 
them are 31 native preachers, and 100 other nat 
helpers, making in all 540 laborers under the care 
of the Board. 

There are also 87 organized churches, cont iining 
about 26,000 members, about 2000 of whom have 
been added within the last year 

In connection with the Schools, direetly or indi 
rectly under the instruction of the missionaries 
are 10,430 youths and children 

The twelve Printing establishments, in conn: 
tion with the missions, have issued during the year 
in 30 languages, 36,000,000 pages; and since th 
commencementof the missions more than 750,000,000 
pages, bearing the record of God’s saving trut! 

But though these figures may be taken to repre 
sent the extent of the agencies employed, and th 
more manifest results already realized, yet it should 
not be forgotten that they make no account of | 
gradual undermining process, which at innumers 
points is silently going forward. Yet here, per 
haps, is the most important element in the progress 
of the missionary work Fierce battles have been 
fought with intolerant governments and heirar 
chies, and victories won for the benefit of all su 
ceeding time. Christianity has gained for itself a 
respectful treatinent in many countries where but 
lately it met only with abuse and contempt. EF) 
tensive distrust has been created with prevailing 
systems of error. A spirit of inquiry has been 
awakened, and a desire created for knowledge, im 
provement, change. In India the chains of cast 
are relaxed. In China the wall of exclusiveness is 
falling. In Turkey the charm of unchangeableness 
is broken. Among the corrupt churches of West 
ern Asia the scales of superstition are falling fr 
the eyes of thousands; and over all those regior 
where the light of Christianity, kindled by apos 
tolic hands, has long been extinguished, are x« 
the dawning beams of a new and brighter day 
God is t:.us encouraging our faith and hope—as w 
see the day of Christ's millennial triumph drawing 
near—while our day of labor is drawing to its 
cluse—let us press forward zealously in this bless 
ed work, and so much the more as we see the day 
approaching, 


ain 





ihe 


left 


ON oe 





Rev. Mr. Frexcu, missionary from Ahmed- 
nuggur, expressed his sense of honor done the 
Hindoo nation in his being allowed to address the 
meeting to-day. He had seen the dark land, and 
would present it, if it were possible, In its true 
aspect; but it is impossible There are 130 mil- 
lions of people, divided into Brahmists, Bood- 
hists, Mohammedans, and @ vast variety of 
They are monotheists, poly theists 
pantheists, and fas! becoming atheists. He gave 
an account of the strange opinions and notions 
prevailing among the people. The Hindoo's 
highest idea of happiness is that the soul becomes 
re-absorbed into deity, of which it is an emana- 
tion. In their conduct they act out human de- 
pravity without restraint or concealment. They 
need everything—Christian schools, literature 
morality, society, civilization. Something has 
been done for them in the preparation of Chris 
tian books, and good results have followed. But 
itis only a beginning ; perhaps one missionary \o 
half a million of souls, like giving one minister | 

this great city. What can one man do, in feeble 
health, a foreign tongue, under a torrid zone, 
with no lay helpers, no Sabbath-school teachers 
or pious brethren or colporteurs—all a bians 
and worse—and everything to be done? And 
yet there are encouragements. 
by manifest evidence; there is a demand ! 

knowledge, and it increases, so that the native 
mind is publishing books for itself. Hindooisu 
that perfect system of Satanic influence, is begin- 
The East India government is 


minor sects. 








God is with us, 


ning to wane. 
now favorable, and will hereafter protect man in 
his civil rights in leaving or changing his ong 
pal liberty. Now we shall have liberty of con- 
science, and not be obliged to lose al! in profes- 
sing the faith of the Gospel. In A hmednuggu 
the encouragement is becoming more and more 
decisive. God blesses the labor of his servants 
Our little church, which ten years ago numbered 
about ten members, has since increased more 
than tenfold. Where is the church among you 
that has had an equal rate of increase. We have 
now but four missionaries in the field, while the 
openings are consequently becoming more and 
more inviting. The Secretaries at Boston te” 
us, “We wish to reinforce your mission, ane We 
will do it, as soon as we can; but the men are 
gone to other labors.” Where are the men! | 
the seminaries have none, are there none among 
our young pastors, whose duty it is to go to the 
Hindoos * 

Rev. A. A. Writs, of Philadelphia, next ad- 


dressed the meeting. He could not fully shake 
off @ feeling of embarrassment in coming 1F: 
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